From: Carlson, Paul 
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2010 12:29 PM
To: 'DOL Virginia Stickler'; Gallardo, Julianna L; Goldman, Gail B; 'GSA Rhonda Rance'; 'HHS ACF Emily Hughes'; 'HHS ACF Sharon Fujii'; 'HHS CMS Athena Chapman'; 'HHS Emory Lee'; 'IRS Deborah Torres'; Krewson, Caroline H; Ruiz, Martha E; 'SSA Gail Easley'; 'SSA Lillian Faga'; 'SSA Patty Robidart'; 'USDA Dennis Stewart'; 'USDA Rich Provix'; 'VA Roberta Rosenthal'
Subject: Region IX Interagency Council on Homelessness February 3rd 

Dear members of the Region IX Federal Interagency Council on Homelessness, 

I am writing to introduce myself to you, anticipating meeting you in person on Wednesday, February 3rd, 9:30AM at the HUD Regional Office in San Francisco.   

I am Regional Homelessness Coordinator for Region X.   With Ed Cabrera’s departure from this position in Region IX (thankfully Ed is still at the Region IX HUD office) I was asked by the new USICH Executive Director, Barbara Poppe, to work in Region IX at least on a temporary basis.   

There is some major breaking news:  the US Interagency Council on Homelessness has been tasked by Congress to complete a national strategic plan on homelessness that is due to Congress this coming June.   Director Poppe has asked that selected regional federal councils, including Region IX, sponsor special regional focus groups.   The purpose of these focus groups is to solicit input into the content of the national plan.

The schedule for these groups is on a fast track:   we have been asked to organize two meetings, both to be held on Tuesday, March 2nd in San Francisco.  The morning meeting will be a meeting that includes the members of the Region IX Council and the two or three representatives of each State Interagency Council on Homelessness in the region.  The  afternoon meeting will be a large community meeting including city and county officials, agencies serving homeless adults, families and youth, housing advocates, advocates at large, and homeless or formerly homeless persons.  

The meeting will be conducted by a new USICH Deputy Director from DC, with the Region IX Council in support.  

I will be dependent on all of you for your help in recruiting state officials for the morning group, and especially in identifying the appropriate city and county officials, agency staff, and homeless advocates for the afternoon meeting.   Please be thinking of representatives who should be included from among a broad range of stakeholders.   

I have attached my bio just to give you some impression of my background.    I look forward to meeting with you February 3rd.  

Very sincerely yours, 

Paul 

Paul Carlson, Regional Coordinator

US Interagency Council on Homelessness

c/o HUD, 909 1st Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

(206) 220 5362   cell:  206) 399 6170

