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Paul H. Carlson, Regional Coordinator, Pacific Northwest and Alaska
United States Interagency Council on Homelessness

909 1st Avenue, Seattle, WA   98104

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Paul Carlson represents the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness for federal Region X, the Pacific Northwest and Alaska.   The mission of the Interagency Council is to lead the national strategy to end homelessness.  The Interagency Council coordinates the efforts of all federal agencies with regards to homeless policy.  It promotes the work of cities and states in developing and implementing local 10 Year Plans to End Homelessness.   Since he took this position in 2003 the numbers of plans to end homelessness in Region X has grown from two to forty five.  Oregon, Washington State, Idaho and Alaska all now have executive level state interagency councils on homelessness. 

Prior to coming to the Interagency Council Paul worked for the City of Seattle, directing the operations of the Sound Families Initiative, a housing production program funded through a $40 million gift from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  Sound Families created a network of 1,500 units of supported housing for families in transition out of homelessness in the Puget Sound region. 

Paul Carlson worked for many years as the Housing Coordinator of Harborview Mental Health Services in Seattle, where he developed the housing program and housed homeless persons with chronic mental illness.    He serves on the National Shelter plus Care Steering Committee that advises HUD on this McKinney funded program.  He also serves on several advisory boards on housing and homelessness in Washington State. 

He received a BA from Dickinson College and an Masters of Divinity from Fuller Theological Seminary.   He has also attended St. Andrews University, Scotland, and Princeton Theological Seminary.  

