Federal Regional Council Meeting Minutes
Hosted by Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
November 18, 2009

Attendees: Emory Lee, Acting FRC Chair; Lillian Faga, SSA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Lisa N. Kanemoto, FDIC; Caroline Krewson, HUD; Callen Kurpinsky, HHS/ACF;  Sherman Lee, HHS/HRSA; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Linda Marmolejo, DOE/MBDA; John Moroney, HHS/HRSA; Rich Proulx, USDA/FNS; Lawrence Ricci, DOL/ETA; Bobbie Rosenthal, VA; David W. Sayen, HHS/CMS and Scott Stollman, EPA.  Absent: GSA; SBA; DOI; DOT/FTA and IRS.
Welcome & Introductions. Emory welcomed everyone to the October meeting and thanked FDIC for hosting this month’s meeting.  FDIC Deputy Regional Director Frank Hartigan also welcomed the FRC members and gave a brief overview of FDIC’s current outlook.  Self-introductions were then made.

Vet Connect Event. Sharon and Bobbie reported on the successful Vet Connect event held on November 10, 2009, which was attended by Mayor Gavin Newsom. FRC members contributed clothing for veterans (suitable for work and job interviews).  Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF, coordinated the large number of donations organized by the faith-based committee and Sarah Kim, SSA, was responsible for a large donation of new men’s slacks and the participation of the Korean Dry Cleaners Association, who donated their time/skills to do alterations on-site. Bobbie informed the FRC that 30% of San Francisco’s homeless population are veterans, many of whom are trying to turn their lives around --- they really appreciated the event.  In addition to clothing/sundries, vets have been asking for blankets, sleeping bags and backpacks; there is a great demand for men’s clothing.  Emory will send a thank you to Sarah for her invaluable work/contributions to the event’s success.  
DOT-HUD-EPA Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities Update. The interagency agreement has been signed; however, the program is still being developed in Washington, D.C.  The agreement calls for better regional coordination of how the $140 million allotment will be expended: $100 million for planning; $40 million to communities.  A Sustainable Communities webcast was held on November 9th with more than 1100 professionals dialing in.  Federal partners from HUD and EPA (DOT absent) gave updates on the guidance received from their HQs and the important role regions will play.  Caroline reported that HUD’s 1st meeting was being held this afternoon to discuss the partnership and that staff training is scheduled for 12/10/09.  HUD and EPA will meet tomorrow to share information on how their respective agencies will participate.  Enrique will share notes from the webcast with Emory, who will send them out to FRC members.  They are trying to coordinate initial meetings for the CA representatives of DOT/HUD/EPA; they will then open up the process to include other appropriate federal agencies (DOL/DOE/et al) with the goal of becoming a galvanizing force to successfully pursue sustainability grants for CA programs and to work on how to make existing interagency relationships fit into the new partnership parameters.
Emory expressed his hope that the SJV initiative is a recipient of a sustainability grant and reported that a public-private partnership meeting is being convened by Rollie Smith on 12/2/09 @ the HUD office in Fresno.  A second meeting will be held on 12/8/09 to establish goals for federal partner contacts. 
White House Tribal Nations Conference. Emory reported on the 11/5/09 conference, which was attended by 400 people.  A number of federal agencies (including HHS) convened days before the event to discuss priorities and participated in the conference via webcast.  A large number of varied issues were raised including self governance and sovereignty, and the importance of State-Tribal relationships.  It is not clear how the more immediate issues will be resolved.  There is a 90-day timeframe for federal agencies to submit an action plan for tribal consultation to OMB,  Enrique reported that EPA’s plan is very tribal specific; EPA is in the process of revamping their plan.  He also explained that discussions with tribes can be very tribe sensitive: consultations are held with tribal leaders; meetings are held with tribal staff.
2009 Defense Community Conference on “Partnering for Success.”  Emory reported that the conference was held on November 3-5 in Orlando, FL, with particular focus on the Guam Build-up discussions at event.  850-900 attendees attended.  Governor Camacho/staff (Guam) and members of the Guam-CMNI task force attended.  The Governor spoke at the opening plenary session and recognized the efforts of the FRC to assist with the many military build-up issues.  He also held a private session with key political appointees from DC including the Assistant Secretary of DOL and representatives from the departments of Education, EPA, Interior, Commerce, Agriculture, military branches and the White House Office on Intergovernmental Affairs.  There is expectation that an Executive Order, initially signed by President Clinton, will be issued to reestablish the Interagency Group on Insular Areas (IGIA).

Emory announced that Governor Camacho wishes to meet with the FRC at its next meeting on Tuesday, 12/15/09, hosted by the SBA @ 455 Market Street.  In preparation for that meeting, there will be a meeting of the FRC Guam Build-Up Task Force on 12/9/09 and Emory reminded FRC members to send in their agency responses to Guam’s funding request; it is important to see how each federal agency is responding.  
A 14,000 pg. EIS will be issued on 11/20/09 with a 90-day comment period; comments and concerns should be directed to the White House Council on Environmental Quality.
Enrique said that EPA has three priorities:

1. Grants training for capacity building in Guam to reach out to small businesses in Guam;

2. Expand contract opportunities and business outreach in 2010; and

3. MOU with University of Guam to develop environmental professionals; will host grants training

John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS, has also planned grants training, including project development design grants.

Emory said that the Office of Economic Adjustment has committed $2 million to Guam for capacity building ($1.2 million) and $800K to develop at 5-year strategic health plan.  There will be a report by the consultant on the Guam build-up following the 12/15 FRC meeting; Emory will extend the invitation to interested FRC members.  Gary Kuwabara, DOD/OEA, hired a consultant for the EIS and is currently trying to adjust the contract to allow the consultant(s) to travel to San Francisco to provide an “EIS 101” briefing to the FRC.
Committee Reports
Homelessness Committee  Bobbie (VA) and Caroline (HUD) asked for FRC member input and participation in a bi-monthly meeting; they asked for assistance with meeting note-taking and agenda development. HUD has a leadership role since HUD Secretary Donovan is the new chair of the Interagency Council on Homelessness.  Sharon said that ACF will take responsibility for planning/coordination of a youth-related event in March 2010.  Committee member Dennis Stewart suggested to Emory that specific areas of concern be identified, with a specific agency assigned to take the lead.  A sign-up sheet was circulated to get names from various agencies.  The Homelessness Committee meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month; the next meeting is scheduled for Wed., 12/2/09, 9am, 5th floor conference room at the Federal Building, 90 7th Street.

Border Committee  The committee will meet tomorrow, 11/19, 2-3:30pm, in the 5th floor conference room of the Federal Building; there is a conference call toll-free #866-918-9721, password 4571299, for those who can’t attend in person.  The hope is that Imperial County will be the site for a pilot project.   
Outer Pacific Committee  Emory reported that Guam was to take a leadership role on the MOU signed in 2008 by the Micronesian Chief Executives to establish regional health district in Micronesia (American Samoa not included).  Since the summit last year, it appears nothing has been done to date.  Another Summit is scheduled in Guam on 12/2-3/09 and the hope is definitive action on the regional health district concept will be decided.  
Other Business and Announcements.  Emory announced that Jared Blumenthal has been named as the EPA Regional Administrator.  As there was no other business, Emory thanked FDIC for hosting this month and adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.
NOTE: The next FRC meeting will be held on December 15 and will be hosted by SBA at 455 Market Street.
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