Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

March 19, 2008
San Francisco Federal Building
Hosted by HHS/CMS
Attendees Present:  Tom Lorentzen, FRC Chair; Peter Stamison, FRC Vice Chair; Emory Lee, HHS; David Sayen, HHS/CMS; Sharon Yee, HHS/CMS; Lillian Faga, SSA; Gene Gibson, GSA; Frances Schultz, EPA; Scott Stollman, EPA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Larry Crider, DHS/CIS; Linda Sakseangvirat, DOL/ETA; Kimberley Brown, IRS/SPEC; and Elaine Dixon, IRS/SPEC.  Absent:  DOC/MBDA; DOT/FTA; VA; ED; and SBA.
Introductions 

Chair Tom Lorentzen welcomed everyone to the March meeting and thanked CMS for their hospitality.
Review of Guam Governor Camacho’s February 29 Visit
Emory Lee, HHS, reported that Governor Camacho was pleased with his third meeting with the FRC on February 29 – his “best meeting ever with the Federal government.”  The FRC is providing proactive ideas to assist Guam as reflected in the “FRC Action Plan for Guam.”  The Governor will relay his positive experience with the FRC whenever he visits DC.   The FRC will continue to seek opportunities to assist Guam while being mindful of agency efforts at the headquarter level.  
Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS, reported that USDA has imposed fiscal sanctions on Guam, cutting off Federal funds for administering the Food Stamp program.  A team will conduct an onsite visit in April but offered to assist other agencies if time permits.  Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC, reported that short term training has not been effective and said it would be best to send a team on a long term assignment to ensure sound management practices have been learned and implemented.  The issue of poor financial management across most programs will always be a problem, and the Governor acknowledges that Guam has not been a good grantee.  The Outer Pacific Committee needs to follow up with DOI to get the USDA Graduate School to help Guam and all the Pacific Jurisdictions with the necessary training.  

Guam will be providing a list of their agency contacts which we will append to the list of FRC contacts in the FRC Action Plan for Guam.  For the next visit by the Governor, the FRC plans to go beyond agency presentations and consider smaller breakout groups for more in-depth discussions.   The FRC Policy Board should also meet with the Governor in executive session to agree on a long-term strategy that will be in place when the Governor leaves office.  

Economic Stimulus Payment Outreach

Kimberley Brown and Elaine Dixon, IRS/SPEC, distributed flyers that are available at www.irs.gov.  There are 20.5M people who normally do not file a tax return.  CA has approximately 1.9M.  If anyone wants a rebate, they must have at least $3000 in qualifying income (SSA and VA benefits count as income in this instance), and they must file a return.  This stimulus payment is not taxable and will not be counted as income.  IRS is asking the FRC agencies to help spread the word through its employees, grantees, partners, list servs, etc.  Materials are available in English and Spanish, and a local translation is available in Chinese.  March 29 is Super Stimulus Saturday where community organizations will help those needing to file a tax return for the rebate.
Larry Crider, DHS/CIS, raised the issue of legal immigrants who may have never filed tax returns and are afraid of revealing this fact should they file for the stimulus payment.  IRS acknowledges that there would be follow-up with those who have never filed or who stopped filing.  But, the immediate goal is to encourage people to file for this stimulus program.  USDA/FNS will share information with its State welfare agencies and advocacy network.  SSA field offices already have the flyers.  CMS sent mailings to its beneficiaries who are eligible for the Medicare prescription drug limited income subsidy.

New FRC Initiative(s) Based on 2008 Agency Priorities
Emory Lee, HHS, distributed the agency one-pagers he has received to date which have been prepared to identify possible new cross-cutting initiatives to consider in 2008.    A review of the one-pagers show FRC agencies are already involved in areas such the Central Valley initiative, disaster preparedness, homelessness, faith-based initiatives, strengthening communities/families, serving youth, and State/tribal partnerships.  A new area that the FRC agreed to target was the issue of wellness (physical, mental, nutritional, and financial, etc) as a new cross-cutting issue for 2008.  

Action:  We still need one-pagers from ED, DHS, DOT/FTA, DOC/MBDA, and SBA.  
Action:  Each FRC member will identify wellness projects already in progress and identify a person for this effort. 

Action:   Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS, agreed to lead this effort and will prepare a concept paper for this initiative that will describe the process and what can realistically be achieved
FRC Committee Reports  

Border Committee:  Fran Schultz, EPA, reported the next meeting of the Border Committee will be held on April 3,   In related activities, she reported that the third pesticide collection event on the border will take place March 26 in Imperial County/Mexicali; the Lawson Dump on the Torres-Martinez Indian reservation is in the process of clean-up, though subterranean fires continue; and the Duroville trailer park in Riverside County is under receivership.  She also reported that EPA has a clean water enforcement case against Guam and a judge this week ordered receivership for the dump.  Emory Lee reported that SSA is hosting a Border Conference in San Diego the week of May 11 and will contact them to get more information.  Peter Stamison said GSA is also involved in a border meeting that week. 
Faith-Based Committee:  Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF, reported that ACF is working with DHS’ Faith-Based and Community Initiative Center through which faith-based and community organizations can receive training on emergency preparedness.  See handout or visit http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/programs/gc_1195231910818.shtm for a list of workshops (August in Los Angeles).  Sharon also handed out the Region IX pages from the President’s Faith-Based and Community Initiative in 50 States, A Report to the Nation’s Governors.

Homelessness Committee:  Neither Bobbie Rosenthal, VA, nor Ed Cabrera, ICH, were present.  Emory Lee did report that the ICH met in Washington, DC on March 5, which was HHS Secretary Leavitt’s last meeting as ICH Chair.  The VA Secretary will serve as ICH Chair for the next year.  Emory said that Tom Lorentzen, in his capacity as FRC Chair, submitted a report to ICH Chair Leavitt comprised of stakeholder surveys of Region IX 10-Year Plan partners and HUD Continuum of Care Coordinators which was conducted to determine their familiarity with certain federal resources.  The Homelessness Committee will use the survey results as a basis for a future committee activity.   

San Joaquin Valley Committee:  Jacqui Gordon, FDIC, reported they are working with a financial education committee.  The Bank in School program is going well and plans for ACF’s IDA workshops in the San Joaquin Valley are continuing.  
Outer Pacific Committee:  Emory Lee reported for Capt. John Walmsley that the OPC was asked to expand its 2008 work plan to specifically support the FRC Action Plan for Guam, including addressing financial management and grant management issues.  
Tribal Affairs Committee:  Emory Lee reported the committee met on March 10 with Sam McCracken, Director of Nike’s Native American Program.  Nike is actively involved in working with tribal communities on wellness and physical education projects.  We invited Nike to work with Nevada tribes as we plan a Federal Interagency Tribal Summit/Conference hopefully to be held in the fall of 2008.  

Other Business

Jacqui reported that FDIC has a loaned executive working on the Bank on California initiative with the State and similar programs are slated for San Francisco, Los Angeles, Fresno, Oakland, and San Jose.  Emory asked HUD to update the FRC at the next meeting on the San Francisco Communities of Opportunity project in Bayview/Hunter’s Point.  Tom Lorentzen thanked CMS for hosting and adjourned the meeting.  
NOTE:  USDA/FNS will host the next FRC meeting on April 16 at 90 – 7th Street in Conference Room 4-400.
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