Federal Regional Council

July 16, 2008

Minutes

Attendees:  Tom Lorentzen, HHS and FRC Chair; Richard Rainey, HUD; Laura Yoshii, EPA; Emory Lee, FRC Secretariat; Linda Marmelejo, DOC/MBDA; Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA; Gene Gibson, GSA: Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Scott Stollman, EPA; Norman Calero, EPA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Maria Cremer, HUD; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS; Ralph Zackheim, DOL/ETA; and Ed Cabrera, R9ICH. Guest:  Dan Meer, EPA.  Absent:  DOT/FTA; ED; FDIC; IRS; SBA; and VA.  

Introductions

Chair Tom Lorentzen welcomed everyone to the July meeting and thanked EPA for hosting.  Laura Yoshii, EPA Deputy Regional Administrator provided background on EPA’s initiatives and continuing support for the FRC.

California Northern California Wildfires Report

· Dan Meer of EPA’s Emergency Response program reported that EPA was mostly concentrating on managing household hazardous waste and air quality monitoring. EPA Region 9 may purchase additional air monitoring equipment so it can be staged more readily in CA. Equipment is arriving from a North Carolina EPA facility. Some funding has been provided through a FEMA mission assignment but EPA has stepped down for the moment since much of its work will occur after the fires are contained. GSA is handling contracts for other equipment that is needed to fight the fires. FRC members recognized that the Hoopa Tribe is being heavily impacted by the fires.
· A question was asked about EPA’s role with the Hawaiian volcanic activity. EPA has provided technical assistance to the county; however, EPA is limited by its CERCLA authority which does not provide authority to address natural contaminants. FRC members mentioned that some air monitoring was taking place at Head Start schools.

· Additional follow-up will likely be necessary for the Hoopa, Karuk, and Yurok Tribes as a result of an appeal made to the White House for assistance.  

Wellness Initiative

· Tom Lorentzen started the discussion by emphasizing that there is wide recognition that there is not enough focus on “health” in health care. Dennis Stewart will organize a small workgroup that will identify ways the FRC can contribute to the conversation of making communities healthier. The workgroup may also identify a specific community on which to focus any FRC efforts. Several members stated that the FRC must work in specific geographic areas and bring a broad group of local partners together to be effective. This approach is similar to what the FRC has done in other communities such as Fresno, East Palo Alto, and North Richmond. The term “community-based integration” was used to describe the paradigm the FRC must pursue in getting the communities to start working towards healthier and more livable communities. If the FRC is to act as an effective “convener of stature,” significant staff time will be required. In addition, communities will need funding to organize themselves and identify issues and solutions. EPA has grant programs that take this approach such as the Community Action for a Renewed Environment program (CARE) and the Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving (EJ CPS) program, and both of these awards at least $100,000 for such purposes. Tom mentioned that UC Merced is eager to work with us and Enrique Manzanilla asked if the SJV Partnership has identified any priority communities. Sharon Fujii added that crime is one indicator of a community’s health and that DOJ and its state and local partners need to be at the table.  Emory stated that NGOs should also be approached to gauge interest in contributing to the initiative and to solicit ideas.
Guam Action Plan

· Emory Lee announced that Governor Camacho met in Philadelphia with HHS Secretary Leavitt during the NGA meeting.  They had a good meeting and Secretary Leavitt gave his commitment to strategize with Secretary Kempthorne to help elevate the issue with all federal partners in support of Guam.  FRC Chair Tom will be visiting Guam with a team from HHS on August 18-19. The visit will include a visit with the governor.
· Governor Camacho’s office is working to schedule another meeting with the FRC, perhaps as early as September.  Unlike our previous meetings, the next one would be structured around small workgroups and an Executive Session with the FRC Policy Board.  
· Emory is requesting from the Guam Points of Contacts of each agency to prepare one or two paragraphs of current activities or accomplishments in supporting Guam on the military buildup which will be used as a status report for Governor Camacho.  

· Enrique Manzanilla mentioned that EPA has included long-term targets in the Agency’s strategic plan associated with the Pacific Islands. These targets aim to establish parity between the environmental conditions and infrastructure on the Islands and those in the states. Enrique encouraged the FRC members to develop measures/indicators so we will know whether we are making a difference. These measures/indicators could also be used to more clearly demonstrate to DOD the disparities. Tom offered to bring up the issue of “two Guams” with Secretary Leavitt and Secretary Gates at an upcoming meeting.
FRC Committee Reports
· Border Committee – Enrique Manzanilla, EPA.  A Border Committee meeting will be held in the afternoon.  A proposal for a pilot project in the Imperial Valley addressing colonias was going to be discussed.

· Faith Based Committee – Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF.  DHS has been holding disaster meetings with faith-based and community organizations around the country. A planned LA meeting will be postponed until next year. It is recognized that these organizations assist families impacted by natural disasters such as fires.  The next Committee meeting is August 6th at 90 7th Street. The CEO of the Glide Foundation will be speaking and the meeting is open to all FRC members.

· Homelessness Committee – Ed Caberera, R9ICH.  The next meeting is August 6th. San Francisco’s next Project Homeless Connect event will be targeted to veterans at the War Memorial on July 23rd.  Ed Cabrera will be planning a trip to Guam related to Guam’s ten-year plan. Last, the survey for youth aging out of foster care will be discussed at an upcoming meeting.
· Outer Pacific Committee – John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS.  Next meeting is August 13th. Please submit any travel to the Pacific Jurisdiction to bubut.rivera-datar@hhs.gov for the FRC website calendar.  The committee continues to investigate getting the Pacific Territories more grant training through the USDA Graduate School. Sharon stated that many of the issues on Guam and other Pacific territories were the result of the territory agencies not communicating among themselves, and that this was more of an operational management issue.  Island leadership needs to hear about this and how their own agencies may be harming them.

· Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory Lee, HHS.  The Federal Interagency Tribal Conference for Nevada Tribes will be held on September 9-10 at John Ascuaga’s Nugget in Sparks, NV. We held the first planning meeting for the conference and will work closely with the Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada and the Indian Health Board of Nevada. 

·  San Joaquin Valley Committee – Ralph Zackheim, DOL/ETA, for Rollie Smith, HUD.  There was no report from Rollie this month, but Ralph reported that Avenal State Prison is looking to train released prisoners so they may find employment in the local agricultural and business community.

As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

NOTE:  The next FRC meeting will be held on August 20 and hosted by SSA at the San Francisco Federal Building at 90 7th Street.
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