Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

February 20, 2008
450 Golden Gate, San Francisco 94102
Hosted by GSA, Pacific Rim Regional Office

ATTENDEES:

Present:  Tom Lorentzen, FRC Chair;  Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA; Emory Lee, HHS; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA;  Lillian Faga, SSA; Gene Gibson, GSA; Frances Shultz, EPA;  Rollie Smith, HUD;  Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC; Kevin Clark, FEMA; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Scott Stollman, EPA; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; Ralph Zackheim, DOL-ETA.  Absent:  DOC/MBDA, DOT/FTA; VA; ED; and IRS.
Introductions 

Chair Tom Lorentzen welcomed everyone to the February meeting and asked people to introduce themselves.
Visit by Governor Camacho of Guam to FRC 
Emory Lee reported on the scheduled visit by Guam’s Governor Camacho on February 29 to meet with the FRC.  The Governor stated his wish in remaining in close contact with the FRC and this third visit certainly proves his commitment.  Agency POCs are being asked to prepare reports for the Governor on accomplishments, initiatives and goals related to the FRC Action Plan for Guam.    
New Initiatives for 2008 for FRC
Emory reported that in the January FRC meeting, we agreed to prepare one-pagers on our respective 2008 priorities that will be used to identify cross-cutting initiatives that we could undertake this year.   He received one-pagers only from GSA, HHS, EPA, and USDA/FNS and requested all FRC members to submit their one-pagers to him by February 29 for our March meeting.  
San Joaquin Valley Report
Rollie Smith, HUD, briefed the group on the State and Federal task force monthly meeting held usually in Fresno.  He said that the initiatives coming out of the work groups were moving forward and having success.  Rollie said that he was going to try to reschedule the task force recurring schedule so that it would not conflict with the FRC meeting schedule.  He distributed a handout on the projects underway.
Lisa  Kanemoto, FDIC, reported on the many financial literacy activities in the San Joaquin Valley.  The school bank at McLane High School has literally changed the lives of the participating member students.  There are currently about 120 participating students.  There are also plans by the Central Valley Financial Literacy Group to develop a K-12 curriculum using Money Smart.  Classes are being promoted by video at various Vita sites along with plans to offer two adult education classes on financial literacy.
Ralph Zackheim, DOL, reported on the Higher Education and Workforce Committee.  He stated that there was an objective survey of occupations to determine the future market for jobs/loss of jobs and training needs.  Other  issues listed by Ralph include::

· Looking at biotech as an option for job growth in the area.
· Energy initiatives and bio fuels are possible job growth areas.

· Improving air quality in the San Joaquin Valley through clean energy.
· Land use and housing must incorporate energy efficiency and clean energy.
· UC Merced places priority on solar energy – a solar energy leader in California.
Rollie added that transportation in the San Joaquin Valley is a major issue and air quality is still the single most important issue in the Valley.  He emphasized that every council of government in the Valley is involved and working to resolve many of these ongoing and challenging issues.  Other issues include:
· All utilities and advocacy groups are on board with the State to resolve energy  issues.
· Water remains a critical resource, as it always has been.  The Valley is working on developing a comprehensive water plan.

· Housing foreclosures are a major problem.  Need to educate and assist homeowners on how to proceed.  This is a major contributor to economic destabilization of some Valley neighborhoods.  Big bankers established a roundtable to collaborate and underwrite financial education efforts.

Emory raised the issue whether this initiative should remain as an FRC activity given that the Executive Order has expired and the State has taken the lead through its California State Partnership.  The overarching question then is whether there is a continuing role to be played by the FRC as a federal coordinating body since much of the work has evolved into specific work groups where individual FRC members have responsibilities specific to their own programs.   Rollie believes the FRC has a continuing role to play, at least through this year.  Tom Lorentzen suggested that Rollie raised the issue with both his Federal Task Force and State Partnership contacts to assess whether there is a formal adjunct role the FRC can play.  Rollie said he would enter into that dialogue and report back at a future FRC meeting.  

Import Safety Initiative

Emory updated the FRC on the President’s Import Safety Initiative and the work being undertaken by HHS Secretary Leavitt at the direction of the White House.  To provide FRC members with a better understanding of the complexity of this initiative, Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA, has offered to arrange a site visit to the Port of Oakland’s maritime section, which ranks as the fourth largest port in terms of volume in the U.S.  She identified March 5th for the tour and we will get information out to the FRC with the details of the visit
FRC 2008 Directory

Emory distributed copies of the FRC Directory for 2008 and thanked everyone for updating the information.  For FRC members who did not get copies, they may access it on the FRC website under “Reports.”

FRC Committee Reports  

Border Committee – Fran Schultz, EPA, reported they are working on a draft environmental plan for the Mexican border fence.  She added that solid waste disposal sites have been closed down southwest of the Torres-Martinez Indian reservation and other major dump sites have also been closed.  Over 20 of those sites have been cleaned up and efforts continue to do outreach to communities to prevent further illegal dumping.  
Faith-Based Committee – Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF, reported for Sharon Fujii that the committee is pleased that its effort in discussing the need for a Faith-Based Summit in Northern California has been successful, with the White House Faith-Based Center announcing plans for a Summit in Sacramento on August 5.   Emily recommended that members check out the White House Faith-Base website www.fbci.gov for more information on the initiative and its activities.   
Homelessness Committee – Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS, reported for Ed Cabrera regarding plans to continue HUD-SSA forum on SSI with the next one scheduled for March 13 in Fresno.  The committee is also conducting stakeholder surveys to determine awareness of federal programs and resources on homelessness.  They are also working with Federal Youth Partners to consider a collaborative effort focused on youth aging out of Foster Care. The VA is also planning a Vet Connect event on June 6 modeled after Project Homeless Connect, but focused on veterans.  In addition, the clothing drive for homeless veterans is continuing in 2008 as an FRC sponsored activity.  

Outer Pacific Committee – Emory Lee, HHS, reported for John Walmsley about the presentation at the last month on Pandemic Flu activities in the Outer Pacific.  There have also been changes at DOI with the departure of David Cohen as Deputy Assistant Secretary returning to the private sector, and being replaced by Nick Pula.  The committee continues to give priority to Guam issues as well.
Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory Lee, HHS, reported the committee is proceeding to work with the Indian Health Board of Nevada (IHBN) on their concept paper for convening a Federal Interagency Tribal Consultation Summit that involves several federal departments and agencies.  Committee members are now identifying potential topics of a cross-cutting nature as agenda items to propose to IHBN.  The committee will hold a special meeting on March 10th to meet with Sam McCracken, Director of Nike’s Native American Program, and to explore possible partnerships.  Emory will send out details of the meeting to the FRC who are welcome to attend this meeting.  
As there was no other business, Tom Lorentzen thanked GSA for hosting and adjourned the meeting.  
NOTE:  The next FRC meeting will be held on March 19 and will be hosted by HHS/CMS at 90 – 7th Street in Conference Room 4-400.

