Federal Regional Council

August 20, 2008

Minutes

Attendees:  Richard Rainey, Acting Chair, HUD; Patty Robidart, SSA; Emory Lee, FRC Secretariat; Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA; Gene Gibson, GSA: Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Scott Stollman, EPA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Maria Cremer, HUD; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; Jack Cheevers, HHS/CMS; Lynda Sakseangvirat, DOL/ETA; Lawrence Ricci, DOL/ETA; Brett Gagnon,, HUD; Patricia Port, DOI; and Rollie Smith, HUD; Guest:  Teresa Kinney, Office of Rep. Dennis Cardoza.  Absent:  DOT/FTA; ED; DOC/MBDA; FDIC; IRS; SBA; VA and R9ICH.    

Introductions

Acting Chair Richard Rainey welcomed everyone to the August meeting and thanked SSA for hosting.   SSA took this opportunity to talk about their initiatives on Electronic Services.  The Census Bureau reports that 7,918 people turn 60 every day. The 78 million baby boomers begin to turn age 62 in 2008 and will begin to file retirement benefits. In 2006 over 48 million beneficiaries were on the rolls and by 2015 there will be over 60 million. Since 2000, the number of disability claims increased by 500,000 a year, or 25%.  Therefore, it’s imperative to notify the public they can file for Retirement and Disability benefits via the internet.  For more information on Social Security Online Services you can go to www.socialsecurity.gov
Guam Build Up

Sharon Fuji from HHS/ACF gave a presentation on new initiatives taking place and provided a handout outlining the Socioeconomic Impact Assessment Study (SIAS) that will be undertaken by consultants contracted by the Navy.  The consultants will be coming to San Francisco next month to initiate the study.  She and Emory Lee also presented information regarding DOD’s Office of Economic Adjustment’s (OEA) Technical Assistance awards that enables Guam to hire experts in the areas of Environmental Advisory Services, Fiscal-Financial Advisory Services, and Planning Advisory Services.  OEA is now looking at another Task Order related to Governance Advisory Services that would be pursued with financial assistance given by the DOI’s Office of Insular Affairs.   
San Francisco Communities of Opportunity (COO) Business Plan Update
Maria Cremer, HUD, reported that this project has been revised from their original strategy that was presented to the FRC last year.  She will pursue having COO’s Deputy Director come next month heir lead person is now part of the Mayor personal staff and not spearheading this project but COOP is still the Mayor’s top priorities.  Maria will present an update report in the near future and will extend an invitation the City COOP Directive to meet with the FRC.

Federal Interagency Tribal Conference for Nevada Tribe
Emory Lee reported on the planning for the first ever Federal Interagency that will be held on September 9-10.  He extended the invitation to all Agencies to attend to increase the dialogue that takes place between the Tribes, State and Federal Agencies.  Emory provided a draft agenda for the meeting and will give a report on the conference at the next FRC meeting.  
FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee -- Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, provided an interesting report on the Slabs in Imperial County.  This is an open area where a military base (Camp Dunlap) was once located. It’s called the “Slabs” because there are large sections of cement slabs on this property where people have made their own makeshift camp in motor homes, cars, tents, etc. This is a no man lands; no utilities, sanitation or water.  It’s a cement camp ground.  EPA is working with the County to address the sanitation issues but it’s will be a challenge as no one should venture out to this place without a police escort unless you were part of that community;  another Dodge City.  

· Faith Based Committee – Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF, reported that Willa Seldon, the CEO for Glide Memorial Foundation, spoke at the last committee meeting and shared the various programs and success stories that take place at Glide.  Glide houses a Community Clinic cosponsored by Catholic Healthcare West (CHW) that provides service to the community. This allows Glide to not only address the social issues having but also is able to provide health care the individual needs that will may not seek treatment elsewhere.  Willa also mentioned make up of the meal lines have changed.  There are more families using Glide free meals to supplement their food expense.  

Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS, will be looking into a way to get the County of SF to 
work the lines to identify those who do not receive Food Stamps but may be 
eligible for assistance.  Willa also mentioned that many of their volunteers are 
prior clients.  Glide finds that if they allow their client to volunteer in some manner 
at Glide that it provides ownership and a sense of giving back.  They find this is a 
positive morale builder for an individual.  For instance, many of their security 
guards at Glide are former prisoners.  They work well with their clientele and 
know how best to address a difficult situation since they been on the other side at 
one time.  SSA is also working with Glide in helping their client’s get onto 
SSA/SSI benefits by taking SSA/SSI claims onsite.  SSA works closely with the 
Case Manager who will schedule an individual to be seen at the Clinic on a day 
SSA will be onsite.  After the individual is seen at the Clinic, the SSA Rep is 
available to take their application for benefits.  

· Homelessness Committee- In the absence of Ed Cabrera and Bobbie Rosenthal, Emory Lee reported on the follow up being planned for the survey of HUD Continuum of Care grantees and ICH’s Ten-Year Plan sites.  This includes responses related to the Medicaid Primer for Homeless Providers and the BEST Tool that is available to screen for benefits.  The Best Tool is an SSA tool that could be used to screen eligibility for Medicare, Social Security Disability, Social Security Retirement, Social Security Survivors, Special Veterans Benefits (SVB) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits. It is not an application for benefits, and the user does not have to provide their name and social security number. 

· San Joaquin Valley Task Force -- Rollie Smith, HUD,  reported the following:   

.  

· Energy- there are eight county region of the San Joaquin Valley that are dedicated to increase its use and reliance on clean energy that is, energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. There is a commitment to new housing use of solar and self empowered, wind farms, new solar power plants, biomass waste use and Forest power production.  

· Housing- San Joaquin Valley has the largest foreclosure rates in the State. The Task Force created a resource page on Foreclosure Prevention. 

· Central Valley Financial and Literacy Initiatives are still very active in the communities;  Bank on Fresno, EITC and the Mc Cleland Student Bank is a model that other school districts are interested in creating in one of their High School.  

· Health – the Task Force is working closely with the UC Merced Medical School initiative.

· FITC/CA Partnerships-meet monthly and are very active in providing ongoing support of the initiatives mentioned above. 

· Modesto Paradise South was granted Weed and Seed funding from Department of Justice.  This bring up to $1 million in Federal funding to collaborate partnerships with government, law enforcement, social services, businesses and residents to fight crime and improve the Paradise neighborhood.  


Rollie would like to plan a meeting of the Task Force that involves as many FRC 
members as possible.  It would be held in Modesto at Rep. Cardoza’s office.  He 
will identify likely dates and share it with Emory.  
Since there were no further business or announcements, Tom Lorentzen thanked SSA for hosting and adjourned the meeting.

NOTE:    The next FRC meeting will be held on September 17 and will be hosted by the Department of Labor’s Employment & Training Administration at the San Francisco Federal Building.
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