
Federal Regional Council

April 16, 2008


Minutes
Attendees: Tom Lorentzen, HHS and FRC Chair; Emory Lee, HHS and FRC Secretariat;  Roberta Rosenthal, VA; Allen Ng, USDA/FNS; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Rich Proulx, USDA/FNS; Gene Gibson, GSA; Larry Crider, DHS/USCIS; Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; Frances Schultz, EPA; Josephine Robinson (ACF); Lynda Sakseangvirat, DOL/ETA); Maria Cremer, HUD; Lillie Zimmerman, HUD; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Kimberley Brown, IRS; Jim Gatz ( ACF); Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Linda Marie Marmolejo, DOC/MBDA;  Lillian Faga. SSA; Cate Kortzeborn, HHS/CMS; and Pat Port  DOI/OEPC.  Guests:  Josephine Robinson, HHS/ACF; and Jim Gatz, HHS/ACF.  Absent:  ED, DOT/FTA, SBA and R9ICH.  
FRC Chair Tom Lorentzen called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.

Assets for Independence

Josephine Robinson, Director, Office of Community Services, ACF Headquarters, made a brief presentation on their Assets for Independence program and urged Federal agencies to attend their afternoon session.
Student Banking Initiative in Fresno

Lisa Kanemoto (FDIC) presented a status report on the FDIC initiative to foster student banking at Roosevelt High School in Fresno. She urged FRC attendees to consult MyMoney.gov

Wellness Programs

Dennis Stewart (FNS) suggested that Federal agencies collaborate on promoting wellness. Emory Lee suggested, and it was agreed, that all FRC agencies would provide a brief summary of their wellness programs by May 1 that would be compiled in a matrix format provided by Dennis and provided to all FRC members to facilitate a discussion of

this issue at the May FRC meeting.

Federal Financial Management Conference

Dennis Stewart (FNS) queried FRC members about their interest in getting the sponsors of the Federal Financial Management Conference to hold its 2009 event in San Francisco. A flyer for the 2008 conference scheduled for Arlington, VA, was provided.  Please let Dennis know if your program and grants staff would be interested in pursuing this for 2009.  
San Joaquin Valley Initiative

Lisa Kanemoto (FDIC) reported on the upcoming May 9 meeting to initiate their program

Bank on Fresno to get more people banked.  Rollie Smith was unable to attend this month’s meeting but provided a written update report on the California Partnership, Economic Development Initiative, Financial Literacy Initiative, San Joaquin Valley Clean Energy Organization, San Joaquin Valley Housing Trust, and the FRC’s continuing role in the San Joaquin Valley.  Please contact Rollie if you have any questions.    
Guam

Emory Lee (HHS) reported that a revised copy of the FRC Action Plan for Guam will include corresponding Points of Contact for Guam as provided by the Governor’s Office.   Emory also reported that the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is assigning a Senior Management Official (SMO) to be based in Honolulu, but responsible not only for Hawaii but the six Pacific jurisdictions regarding CDC programs and funding.  Tom Lorentzen and Emory have met with the SMO and briefed him on Guam and will make arrangements for him to meet with the Governor during his upcoming visit to Guam.  

FRC Committee Reports

· Outer Pacific Committee.  Emory reported the committee is working with DOI to follow up on a request emanating from last year’s training session to have the USDA Graduate School provide training to Pacific Basin entities. Committee will be meeting with FSM representatives later this week. Emory reminded members to submit Pacific travel information to include in the FRC calendar.  Tom noted that the Guam Governor is very pleased with the support of the FRC.

· Border Committee.  Fran Schultz, EPA, reported their committee is working on an unused pesticide pickup and disposal initiative in Imperial County and Mexicali. Committee has identified potential collaboration with DOI and Headstart. Group will present new lead removal rules at a future meeting.
· Faith-Based Committee.  Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF said a DOL funded Faith-based grantee made a presentation at their last meeting and the committee will have a Compassion Capital Fund grantee make a presentation at the next meeting on June 4.  
· Homelessness Committee.  Bobbie Rosenthal, VA, thanked the FRC for supporting the VA clothing drive. HUD and VA have secured $ 10,000 in Section 8 vouchers for homeless veterans. VA will provide case management: 1 worker per 35 veterans who come through the VA system. $ 9000 more in housing vouchers will be available for veterans in rural area. Sharon Fujii suggested that the Faith-Based Committee could assist in securing furniture for those in new housing. Interagency Council on Homelessness Summit was held last week in DC. Wave of future will be focus on homeless families. Agencies need to collaborate on stopping transition of foster care youths to homelessness. Project Homeless Connect will be held in San Francisco at Pier 48 on June 6. VA is planning a similar “Project Vet Connect”.  There is interest in San Diego to hold  clothing drives for vets but lacked a coordinating body similar to the FRC.  Emory noted OPM is beginning to plan to establish an FEB in San Diego.  The committee will include in its workplan initiatives that will address the results of survey on barriers to homeless accessing Federal mainstream programs.  
· Tribal Affairs Committee: Postponed its meeting this month because of the HHS annual Tribal Consultation session but will continue to work with Nevada in planning a federal interagency Tribal Conference in Nevada, with possible cosponsorship by Nike. Committee continues to work with tribes impacted by the Southern California wildfires to develop long-term recovery strategies.  At least thirteen tribes have been meeting as an Inter Tribal Long Term Recovery Committee under the leadership of the Southern California Tribal Chairmen’s Association.  There is interest in forming a 501(c)(3) organization that will enable tribes to apply for grants in the private sector.  

Tom Lorentzen thanked USDA/FNS for hosting this month’s meeting and adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
NOTE:  The next meeting of the Federal Regional Council will be held on May 21 and hosted by DHS US Citizenship & Immigration Services at 630 Sansome Street.

