FEDERAL REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
REGION IX

Wednesday, September 19, 2007

Hosted by the Department of Labor, Employment & Training Administration 

Attendees:  Peter Stamison, GSA & Acting FRC Chair; John Humphrey, DOL/ETA; Emory Lee, HHS & FRC; Rosemary Melville, DHS/USCIS; Lucee Rosemarie Fan, DHS/USICS;   Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Ralph Zackheim, DOL/ETA; Leslie Rogers, DOT/FTA; Frances Schultz, EPA; Scott Stollman, EPA; John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC; Cate Kortzeborn, HHS/CMS; Maria Cremer, HUD; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Debbie Schechter, EPA; and Ed Cabrera, ICH.   Absent:  ED, IRS, SBA, USDA/FNS and VA.       

Welcome & Introductions – Peter Stemson, GSA.  Peter Stamison, GSA, chaired the September meeting of the FRC and welcomed everyone. Chair Tom Lorentzen was ill and could not attend.  John Humphrey of DOL, the host agency, also provided a brief welcome. Peter spoke of GSA’s strong support for a ‘citizen-centric’ government and the efforts GSA has taken to achieve this goal. GSA has recently established “USA Services” and distributed information packets on this service which makes it easy for the U.S. Government to serve citizens.  Additional copies are available through Peter. 

Presentation on DHS Citizenship and Immigration Services.  Rosemary Melville, U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services (USCIS) District Director, a division of the Department of Homeland Security, provided an overview of USCIS which formerly were part of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). INS was abolished upon the creation of the Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS).  DHS’s responsibilities include border protection, interior enforcement (customs, etc.) and citizenship services.  Some, but not all, of the functions of the INS became those of USCIS.  FRC was briefed on the work of USCIS which has local field offices in San Francisco and San Jose. These responsibilities include: services to the public related to immigration status (“green cards”); citizenship swearing-in ceremonies; liaison work with Passport office and Social Security; security checks on applications for status; information and assistance to new immigrants learning about how U.S. society works.  One of DHS Secretary Chertoff’s main goals is to promote assimilation of immigrants into U.S. society. USCIS is currently revamping and standardize citizenship test procedures.   The recent hikes in fees related to green card and citizenship documentation was attributed to Congress’ demand that USCIS services be self-supporting.  FRC members were advised to check out the DHS website for an understanding of USCIS and other DHS divisions. 

Meeting with Governor of Guam.  Emory Lee reported on the September meeting between FRC members and the Governor of Guam. Sixty federal staff representing over a dozen federal agencies were in attendance.  The Governor expressed great appreciation for the meeting and the role of FRC in establishing and maintaining ongoing contact on a variety of issues.  Much of the meeting discussion was regarding work by and with the Department of Defense’s Office of Economic Adjustment.  Emory reviewed a draft Plan of Action for Guam and will send out a copy electronically for review and comment.  We will also ask for a point of contact from FRC members on Guam.  Results of this effort will be then presented at the next FRC meeting.  
San Joaquin Valley.  Jacqui Gordon of FDIC reported on the grand opening of a branch of County Bank on the McLane High School campus in Fresno. The event was a gala occasion complete with press coverage and a presentation by FDIC national office; Kudos go to Lisa Kanemoto, Jacqui Gordon and the whole FDIC team along with the Financial Literacy working group who have all worked so hard on the San Joaquin Valley initiative.   McLane High was selected in part because the city of Fresno has the highest number of people lacking bank accounts per capita in the country. Rollie Smith, was not able to attend the meeting, however, he provided a report on on-going meetings involving Federal, State and local agencies on clean air and housing issues. In addition a summit of the Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley will be held in Visalia on Oct. 4. 
City of East Palo Alto.  Debbie Schechter of EPA provided FRC members with an overview and handouts regarding the accomplishments of EPA’s ten year relationship with the City of East Palo Alto (EPA).  Accomplishments included great leaps in economic development, transportation and housing funding and progress on health, youth and crime issues. A recent major opportunity for East Palo Alto is the closing of the RAMIC facility which deals with hazardous waste. This will potentially open up new land for development.  Emory Lee spoke of the need for Federal agencies to work with East Palo Alto on on-going issues such as the high prevalence of asthma in EPA and similar urban communities. 
Border Committee.   Fran Schultz, EPA, spoke of clean up activities along the Mexican border with Arizona and California. In 2006 72,000 pounds of trash were collected. This clean up continues in 2007. Fran also gave an update on environmental clean up and enforcement work at the Torres-Martinez Indian Reservation in southern CA.  EPA is moving from voluntary to mandatory clean up at trailer parks on the reservation, local law enforcement is now involved. 
Faith Based Committee.   Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF, spoke of FRC’s ongoing clothing drive to help homeless veterans, the drive rotates responsibility to different FRC member agencies on a monthly basis. In August HUD collected over 140 bags of clothing which were received by the Veterans Center on Harrison here in San Francisco. Toiletries are also accepted.  All items have been quickly used.  September is FDIC’s month, October is SSA, and November is DOL.  She also reported that there will be a White House Faith Based Summit on Prisoner Re-entry held in Los Angeles in November.  
Committee on Homelessness.   Ed Cabrera, ICH, spoke of the interest expressed by the Governor of Guam in homeless issues. Guam would like to use the Hawaii model for strategies to combat homeless on the island. Guam will establish a Ten-Year Plan with goals on this. In addition, Ed reported on a national conference call of all the homeless workgroups from different regions. The call included a discussion of a survey on awareness of homeless resources. The survey results will be shared with HHS Secretary Leavitt in his capacity as Chair of the Interagency Council on Homelessness.  . 

Tribal Affairs Committee.    Emory Lee reported on the committee’s effort to assist the Bureau of Indian Affairs in locating American Indians who may be account holders for $67 million in unclaimed trust funds.  Committee members will be publicizing this trust fund information in their communications with tribal grantees and constituents.  In addition, Emory discussed the committee’s consideration of joint Tribal Consultation/Conferences involving several federal agencies in an effort to promote collaboration on cross-cutting issues.  As a first step, Tom Lorentzen will be a featured speaker from HHS at the next EPA Region 9 Tribal Conference to be held in Elko, NV, in October.  
Communities of Opportunity (COO).   Maria Cremer, HUD, provided an update on the responses of the survey forms from FRC members.  To date, she has received surveys from EPA, SBA, FDIC, HUD, HHS/CMS, HHS/ACF, and HHS/HRSA.  She encourages others to submit the form to her so she can compile the FRC responses for the City. 

Other Business and Announcements.  Emory Lee reported that Congressman Sam Farr’s office has requested a special FRC meeting to meet with the Mayor of Salinas and Monterey County officials to discuss on-going issue of gangs and gang violence.  We have scheduled this meeting for On October 10 in San Francisco and will get more information out to the FRC
As there was no further business or announcements, Emory thanked DOL for hosting and adjourned the meeting.
NOTE:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Federal Regional Council will be held on October 17 and hosted by the Federal Transit Administration, Department of Transportation, at 201 Mission Street.  
