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Minutes of November 14, 2007 Meeting


Hosted by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

25 Jessie Street @ Ecker Square, San Francisco

Attendees: Tom Lorentzen (Chair) HHS; Emory Lee, HHS; Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Adela Coronado, FDIC; Larry Crider, USCIS; Lillian Faga, SSA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; Pat Port, DOI/OEPC; Rich Proulx, USDA/FNS; Dick Rainey, HUD; Fran Schultz, EPA; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Scott Stollman, EPA; and Lillie Zinnerman, HUD.  Absent:  DoED; DOL;  DOT/FTA; GSA; ICH; IRS; SBA; and VA; 
Federal Regional Council Chair Tom Lorentzen called the meeting to order and thanked FDIC for hosting the meeting.  Those present introduced themselves.  
San Francisco Bay Oil Spill
Pat Port, DOI, reported on DOI’s response to the November 3rd disaster created when a large container ship, the Cosco Busan, scraped the Bay Bridge causing 58,000 gallons of medium-grade oil to be spilled into the Bay.  This was the worst oil spill in 20 years and Pat reported that the Coast Guard response to the disaster was not fully activated until the end of the day.  The spill will take months to clean up and its negative environmental impact on surrounding ocean, beaches and wildlife is long term and will take many years to alleviate.  Brief discussion of the impact ensued: volunteers require HAZMAT training (4 hrs.) before they can assist; the local crab/oyster season is on “hold” and may be cancelled altogether, negatively impacted related businesses.  Pat informed the FRC that RFPs are in place for additional funding for the National Parks Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, NOAA and other federal agencies most responsible for the Federal clean-up efforts.
Fran Schultz, EPA, added that EPA has developed a streamlined training model for fifteen state/local agencies.  A command center has been established on Treasure Island.

The California congressional delegation is fully involved and hearings are scheduled to discuss key issues (e.g., requiring a double-hull for fuel tanks, since it is common for cargo ships to house fuel tanks on the outside section of their holds.

Southern California Wildfires – Federal Response

Tom Lorentzen, HHS, shared his experiences and reported that the “reverse 9ll” procedure (automated system of phone calls to impacted areas) was effective in alerting residents.  FEMA, federal, and state responders “leaned forward” and anticipated/did more rather than less, which helped mitigate the situation.
Dennis Stewart, USDA, said that they were part of the ESF#6 team and rotated a staff of 6 tin the Local Assistance Centers.  They utilized a ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy and issued more than $4 million in food stamps and extended the filing period to apply for benefits to aid victims of the wildfires.  USDA response and approvals were given within 24 hours and their response was more of a preemptive strike. 
Dick Rainey, HUD, added that California already had good emergency/disaster response systems in place in San Diego; HUD’s main role was to provide information on HUD/other housing available for victims.

EPA was greatly concerned about debris removal and related health issues; initially two strike teams were sent in to provide assessments and a third team followed.  EPA’s focus is on debris removal mission assignments in tribal areas; clean-up monies are being channeled directly to the tribes, rather than through state agencies.

Several FRC members commented that it would be valuable for the FRC to provide an overview/assessment and create a model for better coordination of federal response efforts.  Future disaster response/recovery efforts will benefit greatly from “lessons learned” to identify challenges that were identified in the wildfire response efforts.  Tom Lorentzen will request that Nancy Ward (FEMA) provide a training/roundtable for FRC members, specifically for EFS #14: Recovery Support, in the near future. 
The recovery needs of tribes are a federal priority; federal agencies must pick up the load because the state can’t provide much support due to many challenges in coordinating relief efforts to tribal governments.

Emory Lee, HHS, reported that a report will be issued (by end of week) on the HHS Region IX Southern California Wildfires Program Recovery Inventory covering:

· Programs Impacted

· Affected Grantee/Facility/Tribes by Program Impacted

· Actions to Assist Grantee/Facility for Recovery

· Other Federal, State or Local Governmental Entities Involved in Recovery

· Other Issues or Unmet Needs
Update Report on the Special FRC Meeting with Salinas Mayor and Monterey County – Emory Lee, HHS 

Emory Lee, HHS, said Salinas/Monterey County officials traveled to Washington, DC, to meet on additional ways and identify resources to help improve the region’s economy and to deal with the growing juvenile delinquency problem.  The delegation advised on their meeting with the Federal Regional Council in September and how useful that was.  The FRC will be sending out the report on Resources Inventory for Salinas shortly.    
FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee:  Fran Schultz, EPA, gave updates on the Torres-Martinez Reservation effort and the work regarding the clean up of dump sites, particularly at the trailer camps.  A report on a recent inspection in conjunction with the BIA was released in early October.  The report identified raw sewage and electrical hazards at several trailer parks which required short-term actions.  All short-term issues have been addressed; long-term (30+ days) actions are being closely monitored.
· Faith-Based:  Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF, reported that the White House Faith-Based Initiative will hold a Summit on Prisoner Re-entry on November 27-28 in Los Angeles.  The Committee has arranged to have several Faith-Based Center directors come to San Francisco following the Summit to brief the FRC and the Faith-Based Committee members on the White House Faith-Based Initiative.  This meeting will be held on November 29, 9 am-12 noon, at the San Francisco Federal Building.   

· Sharon reported that SSA completed its October homeless veterans clothing drive and DOL will assume responsibility for November.  Based on the success of the program, the FRC agreed to continue the program in 2008.  Sharon will develop a proposed calendar for 2008 and present it at the next FRC meeting.  All agreed that additional statistics from the VA on impact/growing #/scope of homeless veterans’ issues would be useful in promoting the drives at individual agencies.  Tom Lorentzen commented that Community Health Centers provide much needed services in low-income communities, filling a gap for individuals/families --- including the homeless and veterans --- who feel comfortable at the centers.
· Homelessness:  Emory Lee, HHS, reported on behalf of the Committee.  The last Committee meeting discussed taking on the issue of "young adults aging out of foster care" since many emancipated youth end up homeless.  The Faith-Based Committee is also focusing on this growing need.   The Homelessness Committee has also focused on increasing access to mainstream programs with the initial attention given to Food Stamps through the leadership of HUD and USDA/FNS.  The committee is now moving toward a focus on SSI through the efforts of HUD and SSA. Lillian Faga said SSA is briefing groups on the SSA system/benefits.  The plan is to give attention to increasing access to Medicaid benefits as well.
· Outer Pacific:  Emory Lee, HHS, reported on behalf of the Committee.  The Interagency Group on Insular Areas (IGIA) will meet on November 19 in Washington, D.C., to further discuss the military buildup on Guam --- particularly what federal agencies need to consider for their  2009-10 budgets.  Governor Felix Camacho will attend the meeting in D.C. and will be invited to stop off in San Francisco en route back to Guam to meet with the FRC.  Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS, said that there will be a meeting on December 6 with Peterjohn  Camacho, Director of Guam’s Department of Public Health and Social Services; Dennis invited interested FRC members to attend.
· San Joaquin Valley:  Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC, reported on the FRC-SJV’s Financial Education group’s most recent activities: the student-run bank at McLane H.S. is progressing well (100 accounts to date); Wells Fargo & Central Valley Community Bank are new group members; a Southeast Asian Chamber of Commerce is being launched in Fresno; Hmong-language version of Money Smart will be completed by year end; ongoing efforts w/federal partners (HUD/IRS) on mortgage refinancing mitigation workshops and VITA/EITC asset building programs.
Emory Lee, HHS, discussed the need for an exit strategy for the FRC SJV task force.  With the expiration of Executive Order 13173, much of the impetus for the original task force on the SJV has passed, through Rollie Smith’s tireless efforts, to the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley.  Lisa concurred that it is necessary to segue current efforts into sustainable local initiatives so that FRC efforts can be focused in other underserved communities.
· Tribal Affairs:  Emory Lee, HHS, reported their next meeting on November 28 will be held jointly with the Border Committee.  He updated the FRC on the revised work plan  and was pleased to report that they were able to direct an HHS grant to the Indian Health Board of Nevada to support their methamphetamine educational efforts, an objective in the committee’s work plan.  The committee will also be inviting the new Chair of the Tohono O’odham Nation to identify issues that the Tribal Affairs Committee can work together in partnership in 2008.  
· Other Business
Dennis Stewart announced the Fifth Annual Statewide Promotoras and Community Health Workers Conference will be held on November 30 – December 1 at the Marriott Hotel @ Burbank Airport.  The theme of the conference is “Health is a Right, Not a Privilege.”  Contact Dennis if you want more information.  
Tom Lorentzen announced that HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt will be visiting California on November 27 on the Import Safety Plan which has been submitted to the President.  
The next Federal Regional Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 12, and will be hosted by the Small Business Administration at 445 Market Street in San Francisco.  
PAGE  
4

