Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

January 17, 2007

600 Harrison Street, San Francisco 94107

Hosted by HUD, San Francisco Regional Office

ATTENDEES:

Present:  Tom Lorentzen, FRC Chair; Richard Rainey, HUD; Peter Stamison, GSA; Emory Lee, HHS; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA;  Lillian Faga, SSA; Charlene Nason, VA; Gene Gibson, GSA; Nancy Levin, EPA;  Larry Wuerstle, HUD; Henry Tyson, HHS/CMS;  Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC; Ed Cabrera, USICH; John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD.  Absent:  DOC/MBDA; DOL; DOT/FTA; ED; FDIC; and IRS.
Revised 2007 FRC Calendar – Emory Lee, FRC

Emory reported on a change to the 2007 calendar whereby the November meeting will be held on the second Wednesday of the month instead of the usual third Wednesday because of Thanksgiving. As a result, the FRC will meet on the 14th in November.
Draft Report to the White House on the San Joaquin Valley Initiative – Richard Rainey, HUD

Dick reported for Rollie Smith and reminded everyone to submit responses to Rollie by January 31 on agency plans in support of the State’s Strategic Action Proposals on the San Joaquin Valley initiative.  The responses should try to employ the template provided to ensure uniformity.  The FRC response will represent our work plan in working with the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley over the next two years, irrespective of whether  the Federal Executive Order is extended or not. 

Dick also reported that the draft Report to the White House is still being edited and reviewed in HUD’s Central Office.  Once the document is cleared, it will be transmitted to the White House over the signature of the HUD Secretary.  In addition, there was no more information on the Congressional request to the President to extend the Executive Order for two more years. 

New FRC Initiatives for 2007 – Tom Lorentzen, FRC & HHS
There was an open discussion on possible new initiatives for the FRC for 2007.  Some of the ideas raised included the following:  

Possibility of doing another Federal Forum such as the one held in Las 
Vegas;

Conduct a press briefing on the federal government’s roles and 
responsibilities in the region, and make available the FRC’s Resource 
Guide.  


Other past activities sponsored by the FRC included a federal meeting 
requested by Rep. Sam Farr on increasing gang violence in Monterey 
County; convening a Federal Forum for the White House Advisory 
Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; and a 
briefing for Bay Area Congressional District Directors on the FRC.   
After much discussion, it was decided to explore the press briefing with the goal of informing media about what we do.  Gene Gibson of GSA was asked to take the lead on this which would include participation by HHS, SBA, USDA, DOL and other interested members.  There were related issues such as celebrating the history of 50 UN Plaza and the environmentally pioneering design of the new San Francisco Federal Building that may also be considered.  However, it was best left for the workgroup working on the press briefing to discuss and come back to the Council with its recommendations.  

FRC Committee Reports and Plans for 2007 

Border Committee - Nancy Levin, EPA.
Nancy reported for Enrique Manzanilla that they are still working on the committee’s accomplishments and work plan for 2007.  They will be scheduling a committee meeting within the next week or so.
Faith-Based Committee – Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF.
Emily reported for Sharon Fujii that the committee is continuing with presentations from Faith-Based Center Directors.  At the last meeting on January 9,  Greg Morris, the Director of the HHS Faith-Based Center in Washington, DC, shared areas which all the Centers are focusing on, including outreach to community, developing materials on the Equal Treatment Initiative; engaging Data Collection for Discretionary programs; and developing and implementing Pilot Programs. There will also be ready in about six months a State Guide serving as a “blue print” for implementing the Faith-Based Initiative at the state level.  The committee is finalizing its 2007 work plan and which will be posted on the FRC website.  The committee will continue working with the Hawaii and Arizona Work Groups and will begin conversations with California and Nevada.   Lillie Zinnerman, HUD, volunteered to contact HUD’s FBCI Director for the February or March meeting.

Homelessness Committee – Ed Cabrera, HUD.  
Ed reported that the committee plans to meet the first week in February.  He also reported that Alameda County will be launching its Ten Year Plan in February.  A highlight of 2006 were the seven forums convened by Dennis Stewart, USDA, and Steve Sachs, HUD focused on improving access to food stamps and other federal resources.  Ed distributed a document outline entitled “Increasing Access to Mainstream Federal Resources to Prevent and End Homelessness – Innovations in the 2006 Federal Forums on Food Stamp Assistance in Region IX” that will focus on best practices and lessons learned from the 7 forums.  Dennis thanked HUD for its valuable support of these forums and that they are beginning to plan the next one to be held in Las Vegas.  No date has yet been set, but Dennis said to let him know if other FRC members wish to participate.  Finally, Ed reported that the new Chair of the Interagency Council on Homelessness will be HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt.  
Outer Pacific Committee – CAPT John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS

The committee met on January 10 to begin finalizing its work plan for 2007.  John reported it will be assisting the Department of the Interior’s Office of Insular Affairs on a Territorial Grants and Financial Management Conference that will be held in San Francisco in June 2007.  FRC Chair Tom Lorentzen thanked Emory for his service in chairing the Outer Pacific Committee for the past 6 years. 
Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory Lee, HHS

Emory has assumed the chair for the Tribal Affairs Committee and will be assisted by Rosie Norris, HHS/CMS, who will serve as coordinator.  The committee will work on developing a work plan that will include an objective to follow up on border issues in Southern Arizona raised by the Indian Health Service Tucson Area Office and the Tohono O’odham Nation representatives at a presentation given in San Francisco last November.  A second proposed objective will focus on methamphetamine and its damaging consequences on reservations in particular.  Emory said HHS recently held a conference call with Dawn Gibbons, the First Lady of Nevada, who identified methamphetamine as the top priority she wants to work on since Nevada has the highest rate methamphetamine abuse nationally.  of all the states; .Indian Health Services in the Office of Minority Health – big players in the area of Methamphetamine. As HHS and other federal agencies step forward to assist Nevada, Emory sees this as an opportunity to also assist tribes as well.  A final objective is improving communications so we can better coordinate among federal agencies and disseminate information quickly to tribal leaders and tribal program directors.   
Announcements
 Information was disseminated about the “Year of the Healthier Fed”.  The President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports and the Office of Personnel Management is inviting the participation of federal employees in the “HealthierFeds Physical Activity Challenge”.  For more information, please call the Deputy Regional Health Administrator at (415) 437-8102.  

The Interagency Council on Homelessness will convene its2nd Annual National Conference from March 6-7, 2007 in Washington, D.C.  All are welcome to participate.

The next Federal Regional Council meeting will be held on February 21, 2007, and hosted by the General Services Administration at 450 Golden Gate Avenue.
