Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

February 21, 2007

50 United Nations Plaza
Hosted by HHHS, Regional Director’s Office

ATTENDEES:

Present:  Tom Lorentzen, FRC Chair; Peter Stamison, GSA; Richard Rainey, HUD; Christopher Wright, ED; Emory Lee, HHS; Linda Marie Marmolejo, DOC/MBDA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Gene Gibson, GSA; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Nancy Levin, EPA;  Steve Deering, HHS/CMS; Henry Tyson, HHS/CMS;  Ingrid Nyberg, DOL/ETA; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Ronda Hon, IRS; Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Ashley Elliott, DOI/OEPC; John Perez, DOI/OEPC; Rollie Smith, HUD; Maria Cremer, HUD; and Wayne Sauseda, HHS/HRSA.   Absent:  DOT/FTA; ICH; USDA/FNS; and VA.  Guest:  Jennifer Peck, Bay Area Partnership.   
Chair Tom Lorentzen welcomed everyone to the February meeting and asked those present to introduce themselves.  

Bay Area Partnership – Jennifer Peck

Executive Director Jennifer Peck was invited to brief the FRC on the Bay Area Partnership for Children and Youth.  Jennifer asked Emory Lee to provide some background on the Partnership since some FRC members were involved when it was founded in 1997.  Emory explained the Partnership started with Grantland Johnson, then HHS Regional Director, and Sunne Wright McPeak, then Director of the Bay Area Council, serving as co-chairs.  FRC members from DOL/ETA, ED, HHS,  HUD, and USDA/FNS were active participants during the early years.   

Jennifer then gave a presentation on the Partnership’s initiatives.  Detailed information can be accessed at its website at www.bayareapartnership.org.  As a result of the presentation, Jennifer will contact Chris Wright, ED, on the after school initiative, and Henry Tyson, HHS/CMS, on the use of Medicaid administrative funds for the school-based health program, the Partnership’s newest initiative.  Maria Cremer, HUD, said CDBG funds can also be considered.  
FRC members can contact Jennifer at (510) 645-4207, x108, or by email at Jennifer.peck@bayareapartnership.org  to get more information or on getting involved.  

Communities of Opportunity Initiative – Maria Crèmer, HUD
Maria updated the FRC on San Francisco’s Communities of Opportunity (COO) initiative that has gathered momentum in recent months and the City hopes to implement twenty new programs by July 1.   As presented to the FRC last year by Department Heads Trent Rohrer and Duane Jones, the City invites the FRC to participate in this new system in which stakeholders fundamentally change the way of working together to transform a neighborhood.  For more information on COO, please visit the website at www.coosf.org.  

To gain a better understanding of community needs, the City will plan to take FRC members on a tour of the target neighborhoods and proposed two dates for consideration:  1) April 5, or 2) April 12.  The tour would run from 10 am to 1 pm and would start from the HUD office, or from some other location to be decided.

Please call Maria at (415) 489-6572 or email at maria_cremer@hud.gov to indicate your preferred date.
FRC Committee Reports and Plans for 2007 

San Joaquin Valley Committee – Rollie Smith, HUD

Rollie reported that the Task Force Report to the President  for 2004-2006 has been submitted to the HUD Central Office where it is being edited.  In addition, the Executive Order has not yet been renewed, but the FRC will continue to maintain the work of the Federal Interagency Task Force as one of its committees.  Rollie was pleased to report that Diane Church from EDA is now on the Task Force and brings increased funding to the Valley.  He would also like to have GSA involved because surplus real property would be of great interest for use as schools.  Lisa Kanemoto outlined the work by FDIC on financial education in the Valley which can serve as a model for the rest of the nation.  Finally, Rollie distributed copies of the proposed 2007 work plan reflecting federal participation in the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley’s Strategic Action Plans.

His recommendation includes Federal representatives, the corresponding State Agency representatives, and Work Group leaders looking over the work plan and identify follow up actions.

Border Committee – Enrique Manzanila, EPA
Enrique reported that the draft 2006 Committee Accomplishment report has been distributed to its members for final comments.  The report will be finalized at the next meeting scheduled on March 7, when the committee will also establish its work plan for 2007.  Enrique also gave an update on one of the committee’s major efforts at the Torres Martinez Reservation, where progress has been made in cleaning up major dumps and implementing a broad campaign to stop illegal dumping.   
Faith-Based Committee – Emory Lee reporting for Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF.
Emory reported on behalf of Sharon that the committee met on February 7 and finalized its 2007 work plan which has now been posted on the FRC website.  Since the work on homelessness often has close connections with the faith-based community, the committee will identify ways to support the Homelessness Committee’s “Forum on Access to Federal Benefits” scheduled for March 29th in Las Vegas.  The committee will also consider the draft plan proposed by SBA for a meeting or forum of federal agencies and faith-based and community organizations to better publicize resources available at the federal level.  Information about  the Department of Education’s Faith-Based Center was provided by Chris Wright and distributed to committee members.  

Homelessness Committee – Emory Lee reporting for Bobbie Rosenthal (VA) and Ed Cabrera, HUD.  
In Bobbie and Ed’s absence, Emory reported the committee met on February 7 and established a regular schedule of meeting at the VA on the first Wednesday on a bimonthly basis.  The next meeting will then be held on April 4.  At the February meeting, the committee discussed the 2006 accomplishments and Ed will finalize the report so it can be posted on the FRC website.  There was discussion on the several Forums led by USDA/FNS and HUD and the necessary steps needed for follow-up.  Planning is also beginning on the next one that will be held in Las Vegas in March.  Dennis Stewart would like to have expanded information about resources and programs available from other agencies.  He invited all to join in on a planning conference call to discuss the agenda for Las Vegas.   Ed reported on the expansion of Project Homeless Connects  that are being held around the country.  San Francisco, where Project Homeless Connect has always been held in Civic Center at Brooks Auditorium, will move the June event to Bayview/Hunters Point.  
Outer Pacific Committee – Emory Lee reporting for CAPT John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS
Emory made the committee report for John who had to leave the area on a family emergency.  At the February 14th meeting, the CDC Officer in Charge of the Quarantine Station at SFO briefed the committee on its responsibilities.  This was very beneficial given the focus upon Pandemic Influenza that is continuing.  The committee also agreed on the work plan for 2007 which will be posted on the FRC website.  Emory also reported that the annual report on “Grants to the Outer Pacific for FY 2006” will be completed before the end of the month.  

Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory Lee, HHS

Emory reported the Tribal Affairs Committee met on February 21 and approved its work plan for 2007.  There were three main objectives in the work plan, including communications, methamphetamine, and border issues affecting the Tucson Area Indian Health Service and theTohono O’odham Nation.   On the communications piece, a request was made of the IHS Area Offices for Tucson, Phoenix, California, and Navajo for their lists of Tribal leaders and Program Directors.  These will be incorporated into a committee data base that will be used to disseminate program information and grant opportunities quickly to the Tribes.  Committee members will also be working on strategy papers related to health care for undocumented immigrants, illegal immigration, and improved coordination of bioterrorism efforts.
Announcements
Peter Stamison, GSA, reported on the imminent opening of the new San Francisco Federal Building that will be a pioneering facility in terms of environmental sustainability and efficiency.  Gene Gibson, GSA, said a media day on the building will be held on March 3.  She will get a copy of the press advisory to Emory
Frankie Coleman-Tabor announced that the new Social Security Commissioner is Michael Astrue.  
Since there were no further reports, Tom Lorentzen adjourned the meeting and invited interested individuals to join him on a tour of select historical offices at 50 United Nations Plaza.  HHS is moving out in April ending federal presence in the building since its opening in 1936.  

The next Federal Regional Council meeting will be held on March 21, 2007, and hosted by the General Services Administration at 450 Golden Gate Avenue.
