FEDERAL REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
REGION IX

Wednesday, August 15, 2007

Hosted by the Social Security Administration 

Attendees:  Peter Stamison, GSA & Acting FRC Chair; Richard Rainey, HUD; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Emory Lee, HHS;  Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Kirk Shrum, DOL/ETA; Linda Marie Marmelejo, DOC/MBDA; Ray Sukys, DOT/FTA; Frances Schultz, EPA;  Dianna Albright, EPA; John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Patricia Port, DOI/OEPC; Sharon Yee, HHS/CMS; Maria Cremer, HUD; and Ed Cabrera, ICH.   Absent:  ED, IRS, SBA, and VA.   Guest:  Gary Kuwabara, DoD/OEA.    

Welcome & Introductions – Peter Stemson, GSA
Peter Stamison, GSA, chaired the August meeting of the FRC and welcomed everyone.  Since he needs to leave early, Peter wanted to report the new Court House in Fresno was dedicated and will be named the Judge Robert Coyle Court House.  The formal ceremony will take place on October 18, 2007.  Peter also mentioned there will be a new site for the FBI in Las Vegas on land that donated by Mayor Oscar Goodman.   Peter then asked everyone present to introduce themselves.  He also said Richard Rainey, HUD, would assume the chair for the meeting after Peter leaves.
Guam Military Expansion – Gary Kuwabara, DOD/OEA
Gary Kuwabara, from DoD/Office of Economic Adjustment gave a presentation on the military build up in Guam.  He provided background regarding the military build-up planned for Guam.  Even though DoD owns 30% of the Island of Guam, there is great sensitivity about the issue because the Government of Guam was not included in the negotiations between Japan and the U.S. to move 8,000 Marines from Okinawa to Guam.  The move is expected to be take place in 2014.  

Gary also provided a summary of an Interagency Group on Insular Areas (IGIA) meeting convened by the Department of the Interior on August 2, 2007 in Washington, DC, aimed at establishing a Work Group focused on the military build-up on Guam.  Participants included all federal IGIA members, the military, and representatives from Guam led by the Lt. Governor.  The large group then held breakout sessions focused on the following issues
· Socio-Economic Issues 
· Labor/Workforce Issues 
· Health and Human Services

· Environmental 
· Guam Infrastructure

Gary expressed an interest by Guam Governor Camacho in wanting to meet with the FRC since he recognizes the important role the region will play in assisting Guam during the military build up phase.   It was agreed the FRC should extend an invitation to the Governor to come to San Francisco to meet.  With this agreement, Gary said he would work with the Governor’s Office on a date and coordinate with the FRC Secretariat. 
Interagency Working Group on the Import Safety – Emory Lee, HHS
Emory briefed the FRC on the President’s Executive Order signed on July 18th establishing an Interagency Work Group on Import Safety to be chaired by HHS Secretary Michael Leavitt.  The EO was in response to a growing number of import issues ranging from food to toothpaste to consumer products that threaten the health and safety of all Americans.  As a reflection of the urgency given to this effort, the EO requested the Secretary to submit a report to the President within 60 days.  Emory reported he joined Secretary Leavitt during his visit to the Port of Oakland on August 3rd where the Secretary saw first-hand the immense task involved with the movement of the large containers and the challenge of inspection.   The Secretary participated in a Roundtable with many stakeholders following the Port’s visit.  Darlene Ayers-Johnson, GSA, said she is on the Board of the Oakland Port Commissioners and could arrange a visit for FRC members who may be interested in seeing the Port’s operations. 

San Francisco Community of Opportunity (COO) – Maria Cremer, HUD
Maria Cremer reported on the meeting that took place with the SF COO Committee where the FRC was requested to identify existing federal programs and activities located in the targeted zip code areas of 94124 and 94134.  She distributed a survey asking for information on federal programs going into the target area as well as federal program resources available but not utilized.  This information will form the basis for the next meeting between the FRC and COO.  Emory will send out copies of the survey electronically to all FRC members with a request they be returned by August 31.  Maria Cremer’s telephone number is (415) 489-6572 if anyone has questions or needs more information.     
FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee – Fran Schultz reported that EPA is welcoming public input between August 1st through September 14th for their U.S. – Mexico Border Environmental Program, “Border 2012.”   Border 2012 is a 10-year, binational, results-oriented, environmental program for the U.S.-Mexico border region, which has been developed by the EPA.  The mission of the Border 2012 is to protect public health and the environment in the US-Mexico border region, consistent with the principles of sustainable development.  Fran also reported on its two-day workshop for the federal laboratory community that will be held September 13-14.  
· San Joaquin Valley Committee – Emory reported for Rollie Smith, HUD, that there is no further news about extending the Executive Order on the San Joaquin Valley.  Nonetheless, the FRC’s committee will continue with this important work through its collaboration with the California State Partnership on the San Joaquin Valley.  Emory reported on an FRC meeting held on August 6 in San Francisco with Paul Clarno, Executive Director of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) on partnering on the San Joaquin Valley initiatives.  CPUC was very open to working together and agreed to attend a future meeting in Fresno.  


On other matters, Jacqui Gordon, FDIC, distributed invitations to the Grand 
Opening of County Bank’s McLane Highlander Branch on September 13 at 
McLane High School in Fresno.  This is the only student-run bank branch in 
California, an effort aimed at providing students, particularly those from low-
income families, with financial education and experience.  This exciting effort is a 
cooperative partnership between County Bank, Fresno Unified School District, 
and FDIC.

· Faith-Based Committee – Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF, reported that the clothing drive for Homeless Vets at HHS was completed in June and yielded a large amount of clothing and toiletries for the VA.  Emory circulated a picture of George Gibbs from the VA filling a van with all the contributions.  USDA, HUD, SSA, and FDIC are scheduled to pick up on the clothing drive for Homeless Vets in subsequent months.  Emily also distributed information on the White House Faith-Based and Community Initiatives National Summit on Prisoner Re-entry that will be held in Los Angeles on November 27-28.
· Homelessness Committee/ICH – Ed Cabrera, ICH, reported that the Federal Homeless Resource Guide for Region IX will be available next month. The next National Project Homeless Connect (PHC) will take place on December 8th.  San Rafael is planning to host their first PHC in December as well as Las Vegas and Pasadena.  Also, HUD and SSA will be meeting to discuss increasing access to SSA and SSI benefits information and training for HUD grantees.  This is part of the committee’s work plan in support of the national objective of reducing chronic homelessness by increasing access to mainstream programs.  Ed also reported that the Bureau of the Census will be conducting a dress rehearsal in San Joaquin County for the 2010 census 
· Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory reviewed the work plan with the FRC and indicated that the committee continues to give priority attention to the issue of methamphetamine on Indian reservations, particularly in Nevada which has the highest rate of meth abuse in the nation.  He also reported the committee has established a close working relationship with the Department of Justice which has an extremely active Office of Tribal Programs. 
As there was no further business or announcements, Dick Rainey thanked SSA for hosting and adjourned the meeting.
NOTE:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Federal Regional Council will be held on September 19th and hosted by the Department of Labor.
