Federal Regional Council Meeting Minutes

Region IX

September 20, 2006
1221 Nevin Street, Richmond

Hosted by Social Security Administration

Attendees
Present:    Peter Stamison, GSA (Acting Chair); Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Richard Rainey, HUD; Emory Lee, HHS; Patrick Brown, IRS; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Steve Breen, SSA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; John Coakley, HHS/ACF; Ken Einbinder, HUD (Phoenix); and Rebecca Flanagan, HUD (Phoenix).  Absent:   DOEd, DOL, DOT/FTA, VA, EPA, FDIC, and SBA
Acting Chair Peter Stamison welcomed everyone and thanked SSA for hosting the meeting.  Those present introduced themselves. 

Tenth Anniversary of Welfare Reform – Emory Lee, HHS; and John Coakley, HHS/ACF

August 22nd marked the tenth anniversary of the passage of the Personal Responsibility & Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996, the historic welfare reform legislation that saw Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) replace Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC).   Emory described how HHS established a Region IX Welfare Reform Task Force in 1996 to coordinate federal implementation efforts as well as to assist state and counties.  Early partners besides HHS included USDA/FNS, DOL, INS, SSA, and HUD.  The collaboration proved so positive that it eventually led to the transformation of the Task Force to the Federal Regional Council in 1998.  
John Coakley described the TANF program with its focus on requiring able-bodied recipients to work or prepare for work.  The general success of the program is reflected by the drop in the caseload.  For example, in 1992 there were almost 5 million AFDC cases in 1992 and which surpassed the 5 million mark in 1994.  By 2004, the TANF caseload dropped to three million and the child poverty rate dropped from 20.5 percent to 17.8 percent.  This translates to 1.4 million fewer children living in poverty.  TANF was recently reauthorized by the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 which includes stricter guidelines on work activities and defines what is considered work activities.  John said details of the reauthorized TANF can be found at www.acf.hhs.gov/program/ofa
Partnership with San Francisco’s Communities of Opportunity (COO) Project – Dick Rainey, HUD
At the May FRC meeting, San Francisco gave a presentation of its COO pilot project and invited participation by FRC members on its neighborhood revitalization/redevelopment efforts.   The City will be launching the project on October 3 at Monster Park and requested the FRC adopt COO as a project.  It was recommended that Maria Cremer, who has the lead for COO in HUD, contact the City for more details and to follow with a meeting of interested FRC members to discuss how we can assist in this effort.    

Pandemic Flu – Emory Lee, HHS
Emory updated the FRC on Pandemic Influenza activities in Region IX, including a Crisis & Emergency Response Communication (CERC) training that was conducted on 9/19-9/20 in Burlingame by CDC for officials with communications and emergency responsibilities from Region IX states, territories and tribes CERC training is valuable as it can be utilized for other crises besides Pandemic Influenza.   Emory also reported on plans to continue outreach efforts on Pandemic Influenza for the federal community.  These sessions, which will follow one held last month at 450 Golden Gate, will be held at 50 UN Plaza, 75 Hawthorne and the Oakland Federal Building.  The more everyone is aware of the personal responsibility that needs to be taken within the first 72 hours of a crisis, the better everyone will be prepared.  

FRC Committee Reports

Faith Based Committee: Ken Einbinder and Rebecca Flanagan from the HUD Phoenix Office gave a presentation via conference call on their efforts in Phoenix.  Rebecca talked about working with the Faith Based community, the Human Service Campus and Federal and State Government agencies to pull together resources to provide shelter, jobs, medical and dental services.  This summer, there was a critical need to find space to provide overflow shelter for homeless men, women and families due to the heat. They needed around 300 beds for men, and there were approximately 90 homeless women and 20 homeless families in need of such assistance. They assisted the Human Services Campus in finding shelter space. They met early this summer with Faith based agencies to gather supplies i.e., water and clothing but beds are desperately needed.  Their goal is to build bridges for long term relationships with the Faith-Based communities, pulling together resources to establish year round shelters.  

Homeless Committee:  Dennis Stewart reported that HUD is assisting USDA/FNS again in  sponsoring a workshop in Reno on November 6 to provide information on how homeless providers can increase the use of Food Stamps and access to other Federal Programs.  This is similar to other workshops held in Region IX.  It was reported a VA Stand-Down took place in August 2006 where, among other things, SBA was to help the VA with services to veterans in starting small businesses.   

New Business
Emory reminded FRC members regarding their review of the FRC Resource Guide which is being updated for the new fiscal year.  He will send out reminders to members who have not yet provided their input.  

Peter Stamison said he has served as Vice Chair of the FRC for the past few years and is willing to relinquish that role to others.  It was a consensus of the group that Peter has been doing a wonderful job and should continue to serve as the FRC Vice Chair.  With that Peter thanked the group for their vote of confidence, extended appreciation to  SSA for hosting, and adjourned the meeting.

NOTE:  The next FRC meeting will be held on October 18, 2006, and will be hosted by the Department of Labor.

