Region IX Federal Regional Council Meeting Minutes

October 18, 2006

Commonwealth Club

595 Market Street, 2nd Floor, Gold Room

Hosted by Department of Labor

Attendees

Present:    Richard Rainey, HUD (Acting Chair); Emory Lee, HHS; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Patrick Brown, IRS; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; Lucee Rosemarie Fan, DHS/USCIS; Steve Deering, HHS/CMS; Ronda Hon, IRS; Bob Borden, SBA; Charlene Nason, VA; Maria Cremer, HUD; Ty Durekas, CCLC; Linda Marie Marmolejo, DOC/MBDA; Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF; Jennifer Koentop, HHS; Nancy Levin, EPA; Larry Heasty, DOL/ETA; Ingrid Nyberg, DOL/ETA; Eduardo Cabrera, ICH; and Enrique Manzanilla, EPA.  Guests:  Ty Durekas, CCLC; and Lynette Norris, GSA.  Absent:   DOEd, DOT/FTA, and FDIC.
Welcome and Introductions – Richard Rainey, FRC Acting Chair

Child Care Center at the New San Francisco Federal Building – Ty Durekas, Children’s Creative Learning Centers (CCLC)

The “Kids by the Bay” childcare center adjacent to the new San Francisco Federal Building is scheduled to begin operating in April, 2007.  The beautiful, state-of-the-art center, whose programs are all accredited, has the capacity to serve many more families, and marketing and outreach efforts are now underway with the goal of 90% enrollment by December 1, 2006.  To date only 24 applications have been received while there is capacity for 73 children in total. Priority will be given to children of tenant agency staff, however, if the under-enrollment continues, other agencies in San Francisco may be invited to utilize the center.  Approximate costs range from $1500 for infants to $1000 for older children. There is an area in the center for nursing mothers, and parents are welcome to stop in throughout the day to visit their children.  A web link is available for more information on “Kids by the Bay”.  Mr. Durekas asked for input on how CCLC could best disseminate information about the childcare center to Federal staff and an electronic poster was suggested.  Mr. Durekas gave his contact information tdurekas@cclc.com , (408) 732-2500 and encouraged staff to contact him for more information.  The FRC members present agreed to share the information Mr. Durekas presented to their colleagues and staff to further promote the center.

Follow-up on the FRC Partnership with San Francisco’s Communities of Opportunity (COO) Project – Maria Cremer, HUD
Maria Cremer, HUD, discussed San Francisco’s Communities of Opportunity (COO) Initiative and its request to be adopted as a project by the FRC. It was suggested to convene a group of interested FRC members to meet city representatives for an update. This would likely include a tour for federal staff of the targeted neighborhoods. COO’s goals are to revitalize low income areas such as the Bayview/Hunter’s Point. The Third Street corridor was cited as a site for a possible project.  The expectation is to invest resources to develop housing, businesses, jobs, healthcare and infrastructure and thereby lift people out of poverty.  Maria will contact the city and organize a time for a follow-up meeting.  Those with questions can contact Maria at HUD (415) 489-6572.
Report on the FRC Website and the FRC Resource Guide – Emory Lee, HHS

Emory thanked GSA for hosting and updating FRC web site at www.frc9.us.  He encouraged everyone to visit the website for information about the FRC, which includes a list of FRC members and the roster for all the FRC committees.  Emory also thanked FRC members for assisting with the update of the FRC Resource Guide for FY 2007 which was just completed.  Copies were sent by the Acting FRC Chair to the White House for their information and to all the FRC principals.  Emory distributed a few hard copies, but said the report is available on the FRC web site. He also announced that the FRC would be losing a valuable resource with Jennifer Koentop’s departure to take a job in Washington, DC, at HHS headquarters.  He thanked her for all her efforts, which was readily acknowledged by applause from the FRC members.  
Report to the White House on the San Joaquin Valley Initiative – Richard Rainey, HUD

Acting Chair Dick Rainey announced that Congressional representatives sent a joint letter to the President asking for the renewal of the Executive Order for two more years since it expires at the end of 2006.  A two-year extension would permit the FRC effort to continue in concert with the California State Partnership (CSP) which will without doubt also be renewed by the Governor by Executive Order for two more years as well.   The CSP meets again on October 26-27 in Fresno to finalize the State Plan which would then serve as goals for the federal interagency group.  


We then discussed the preliminary draft of the report to the Report to the White House as required by the Executive Order.  Dick asked FRC members to review their portion of the draft and to make changes as necessary and get them to Rollie Smith with a deadline of November 10.  This will give Rollie time to incorporate changes in a final report that will be presented and approved at the November 15th FRC meeting.  Emory added that besides the reports by participating agencies, please also identify staff support, resources, and other commitments to support the San Joaquin Valley initiative that can be included in the White House Report’s recommendation section.    
Committee Reports
Border Committee – Enrique Manzanilla, EPA.  Enrique reported on the progress made in the solid waste cleanup campaign at the Torres Martinez Reservation.  There will be an event scheduled tomorrow at Torres-Martinez involving EPA, DOJ, BIA, and possibly IHS on the results accomplished.   Enrique said there will be a press release on this event and he will get a copy to Emory to distribute to the FRC. 
Faith-Based Committee – Emily Hughes, HHS/ACF (for Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF).  Emily reported on their October 3rd meeting which included a presentation given by Jedd Medifind, the Director of the Faith-Based Center for DOL in Washington, DC.  Jedd advised there will be a day and a half retreat being held for all the Faith-Based Center Directors and the White House to plan the goals for the next two years.  Emily also reported much of the Faith-Based committee activities have been updated on the FRC website.  
Homelessness Committee – Ed Cabrera, ICH.  Ed reported the committee would be meeting next Tuesday to get a report, among other things, from Arizona on their efforts in dealing with homelessness.  He will send out a dial-in number for people who can’t attend in person.  San Francisco’s most recent Project Homeless Connect served 1500 homeless people in a ‘one-stop’ setting operated by 1000 volunteers at the Civic Auditorium on October 5, 2006.  The next one will be held in December.  In addition, efforts for the national Project Homeless Connect already has 37 locations signed up, with one-third of those being in California.  Los Angeles County has seven different sites alone.   
Outer Pacific Committee – Emory Lee, HHS.  Emory said the committee is beginning to update its annual report on “Grants to the Outer Pacific” for grants awarded during FY 2006.  This will be the sixth year for the report which is getting wider use by territorial governments.  The committee is continuing to assist DOI in planning for a Territorial Grants/Financial Management Conference that will be held in San Francisco in June 2007.   An issue raised at the OPC meeting was an austerity bill passed by the CNMI legislature ordering the cutback on hours work by government staff as a cost saving measure given the large budget deficit facing CNMI.  EPA shared its response at the meeting that the federal government cannot interfere with local legislation, but could reduce its reimbursement levels given the reduced level of effort.  That prompted CNMI to exempt a certain number of government staff funded by EPA from the austerity provisions.  We will survey other federal agencies to ascertain their response to CNMI’s practice.  

Tribal Affairs Committee – Emory Lee, HHS (for Kevin Sanders, DOI/BIA).   The Indian Health Service Tucson Area Office gave a presentation a few months ago on border issues facing the Tohono O’Odham Nation which shares a 75 mile border with Mexico.  The Tucson Area will prepare an issue paper and be prepared to discuss possible strategies that could be incorporated into a workplan for the committee for FY 2007.  This meeting will be held during EPA’s 14th Annual Region 9 Tribal Conference scheduled for November 1-3 in San Francisco, which Tucson Area representatives will attend 
Other Business
Emory noted that the HHS emergency team sent to Hawaii in response to the earthquake off the Big Island determined that there is no need for federal assistance on health and medical needs and will stand down and return to the mainland.  FEMA and EPA remains on site.   
Tom Lorentzen announced that GSA is sponsoring a small business conference focusing on veterans, service-disabled veterans, Native Americans and Alaska Natives on December 12 -13 in Indian Wells/Palm Springs.  He will share more information at the next meeting.  

Since there was no other business, Dick thanked the Department of Labor for hosting this month’s meeting and adjourned at 11: 20 am 

NOTE:  The next FRC meeting will be held on November 15 at 50 UN Plaza and hosted by the Administration for Children & Families in HHS.  
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