Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

November 15, 2006
50 United Nations Plaza, San Francisco
Hosted by the Administration for Children & Families, HHS
ATTENDEES:

Present: Peter Stamison (Chair), GSA; Ben Higgins, USDA/RD; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Lucinda Eagle, DOT/FTA; Maria Cremer, HUD; Rosella Norris, HHS/CMS; Linda Ortega, FDIC; Rollie Smith, HUD; Jon Sperling, HUD; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Al Tevis, HRSA; Capt. John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS; Jean Gibson, GSA: Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; Tom Kelly, EPA; Nancy Levin, EPA; Lillian Faga, SSA; Ashley Ellie, DOI; Paul Johnson, USDOE/Consultant; and Jesse Wolovoy; HHS/ACF. Absent: ED, IRS, SBA and VA.  .  

FRC Acting Chair Peter Stamison welcomed everyone to the November meeting and thanked HHS for hosting the meeting.  He also introduced Ben Higgins (USDA/RD), a a member of the FRC’s Policy Board.  Those present introduced themselves.
New FRC Organization Chart Reflecting Committee Changes.  Sharon Fujii (for Emory Lee) briefed the FRC on organizational changes in the committees reflected in the updated organization chart that was distributed.  For the Outer Pacific Committee, John Walmsley from the Office of Public Health and Human Services, HHS, will take over as chair from Emory Lee in December.  For the Tribal Affairs Committee, Emory Lee will take over as chair with Rosie Norris of CMS as coordinator. She thanked Kevin Sanders from the Bureau of Indian Affairs for serving as the chair for the past few years.
Emory also wanted to let committee chairs know that they will be asked to review the 2006 work plan accomplishments and plans for 2007 at the December FRC meeting.

San Francisco’s Communities of Opportunity (COO) Report – Maria Cremer, HUD
Maria briefed the FRC on the San Francisco Initiative targeting community development efforts in the South East neighborhoods of San Francisco.  In a meeting with Dwayne Jones (Mayor’s Office of Community Development) and Trent Rhorer (Director of the Department of Human Services), they discussed having a tour of the target areas after the January FRC meeting.   There was discussion about how the FRC can assist this initiative, and San Francisco officials suggested receiving waivers, technical assistance, and funding. The proposed tour date is January 17th, 2007, directly after the morning FRC meeting. More information will be available in the near future and will be disseminated to FRC members.
Draft Report to the White House on the San Joaquin Valley Initiative – Rollie Smith, HUD
Rollie handed out the draft report and went over the executive summary. He introduced Jon Sperling of HUD, who will be compiling the report. Rollie briefly outlined some components of the previous report and distributed a draft copy to members. He also discussed different efforts by the Congressional delegation in supporting this initiative on a national level. Ben Higgins and Peter Stamison requested that Rollie send them a copy of the file with the pertinent letters.
Rollie had each participating federal agency that was mentioned in the report talk about their participation in the initiative and outcomes/accomplishments. Members from DOE, USDA, FNS, SBA, EPA, FDIC, DOL, SSA, HUD, HRSA, and DOT spoke briefly about their specific efforts. Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, recommended that the FRC focus on what are the available federal funds as well as creating a wider range of agencies for participating in this initiative. 

Rollie requested comments on any additions or changes in the report be sent to him by December 15th. He also asked that all committee members stay after the meeting to discuss the report in more depth.
FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee:  Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, reported and distributed the October 19th press release on the illegal dumping on the Torres-Martinez tribal lands.  He felt that the event was very successful, presenting a collaborative effort from tribal, local, State, and Federal partners to work on enforcement of the illegal dumping as well as other future challenges.

· Central San Joaquin Valley Committee: see report in previous section.    
· Faith-Based & Community Initiative Committee: Sharon Fujii, HHS noted that there is a revised 2006 work plan, updated Committee information on the FRC website, and that the focus has been on two States – Arizona with HUD’s lead connected to Faith Based and community services in response to the needs of the homeless; and the Hawaii Faith Based committee which is engaged in outreach, information sharing, and technical assistance.  Also, the recent Committee meetings have had presentations to provide an update on the Faith Based activities of the various Federal agencies with HUD, DoL and Agriculture presenting to date.
· Homelessness Committee:  chairperson was not in attendance; will get an update at the next FRC.  
· Outer Pacific Committee:  Sharon Fujii reported for Emory Lee.  She reported that the Committee’s annual report on “Grants to the Outer Pacific” for FY 2006 awards will be ready for distribution by the end of November.  Also, the Department of the Interior plans to convene a Territorial Grants/Financial Management Conference in San Francisco on June 14-15, 2007.  Finally, a considerable amount of time was spent by the Committee discussing the impact of the austerity legislation passed by the Commonwealth of the Mariana Islands in August 2006, cutting back hours of work for government employees because of its severe budget deficit.

· Tribal Affairs Committee:  Rosie Norris, CMS, (Committee Coordinator) reported that in their November meeting, the groups agreed on five recommendations and a new plan to be shared in December. Also, an area of concern is a situation with the Tohono O’odham Nation which is located along the Arizona-Mexico border. The concern involves issues surrounding undocumented immigrants crossing into the U.S. through their land and leaving significant amounts of debris. 
Other Business and Announcements

Peter Stamison spoke about the new federal building on Mission and 7th, addressing some of the safety concerns about the area. EPA and HUD expressed interest in getting a tour of the green building once it is finished, possibly after a FRC meeting is hosted there. 
As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  

Next Meeting

The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 2006, at 9:30 a.m., and hosted by the Small Business Administration at 445 Market Street in San Francisco.  
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