Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

June 21, 2006
25 Jessie Street @ Ecker Square
Hosted by the FDIC, San Francisco Regional Office
ATTENDEES:

Present: Calise Munoz (Chair), HHS; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Emory Lee, HHS; Ralph Zackheim, DOL; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Max Weintraub, EPA; Kerry Drake, EPA; Rollie Smith, HUD; Maria Cremer, HUD; Sigmund Ting, HUD; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Jane Goldstein, IRS; Paul Johnson, USDOE/Consultant; Ashby Wolfe, HHS/CMS; Rachel Freitas, HHS/ACF; Jesse Wolovoy; HHS/ACF; Scott Hutchison, HHS/ORD; Lillian Faga, SSA; Jennifer Koentop, HHS/ORD; Albert Eskenazi, DOC/MBDA; Lucee Rosemarie Fan, DHS/USCIS; Linda Minamoto, HHS/CMS; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; and Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC.  Absent: DOT/FTA, SBA, USDA/FNS, and VA.  

Chair Calise Munoz welcomed everyone to the June meeting and thanked FDIC for hosting the program.  Those present introduced themselves.  FDIC Deputy Director, Compliance and Consumer Affairs (in D.C.) Robert Mooney, San Francisco Regional Director John Carter, and Acting SF Deputy Regional Director Serena Owens extended their welcome to the FRC.  RD Carter briefly described a successful FDIC Community Affairs model program in the Midwest where a commercial bank branch has been opened in a local high school.  The program not only banks “unbanked” students and their families, but serves as a job-training opportunity as well.

FRC Organizational Changes.  Calise Muñoz and Emory Lee briefed the FRC on organizational changes reflected in the updated organization chart that was distributed.  The Policy Board added Ben Higgins, the California State Director for USDA/RD.  For the FRC committees, Sharon Fujii, the ACF Regional Administrator will serve as chair of the Faith Based Committee and John Coakley will serve as coordinator.  For the Homelessness Committee, Roberta Rosenthal from the Department of Veterans Affairs will take over as chair, with Ed Cabrera remaining as the committee’s coordinator.  Emory also announced changes to the FRC website, including the posting of committee workplans to the link for each committee.  The Outer Pacific Committee workplan has already been posted.     
Citizenship Guidelines for Medicaid Eligibility – Linda Minamoto, HHS/CMS.
Linda Minamoto explained DRA requirements for states to implement a new requirement, effective July 1, regarding documentation requirements for Medicaid.  She shared a Medicaid fact sheet giving an overview of the requirements and a copy of a CMS June 9 letter to State Medicaid Directors regarding the new guidance, which now requires both documentation of citizenship and an acceptable form of identification for all applicants who have resided in the U.S. for less than five years.  
Enrique Manzanilla asked about the requirements for members of the Tohono O’Odham tribe which is located in both the U.S. and Mexico.  Rosemarie Fan, USCIS (formerly INS) responded that the only two groups (to her knowledge) with exemption to the documentation requirements were the Kickapoo Indians and a tribe along the U.S. –Canada border.  Linda will check on the status of the Tohono O’Odham tribe and report back.
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Update – Emory Lee, HHS.
Calise Muñoz reported that $2.3 billion dollars for pandemic preparedness goals is included in the President’s FY 2007 emergency funding request.  Emory Lee reported that HHS was invited by GSA to give a presentation to federal employees at 450 Golden Gate on Pandemic Influenza.  Dates are being considered for the presentation which could be given at other federal facilities as well.  
Update on the FRC San Joaquin Valley Task Force and Preparing the Report to the President – Rollie Smith, HUD.

Rollie reported that Executive Order 13173 on the Central San Joaquin Valley will expire in December 2006.  The FRC/SJV Task Force awaits on whether an extension will be requested or whether there’s a less structured version of the EO.  There is also the need to determine the Task Force’s relationship with the California State Partnership (CP).  There is already some integration in that three of the four Task Force working groups [Clean Air/Energy, Economic Development/Jobs, Rural Infrastructure] have already been integrated into the eight CP workgroups.  Only the Financial Education working group has not been included in the CP --- it was suggested that Financial Education (as it relates to asset building) could be assimilated into the CP under the umbrellas of housing and/or economic development (job training programs).  The California Partnership continues to have the Governor’s full support and he recently appropriated $5 million for its implementation.  The CP has a 10-year window for implementation and reports directly to Governor Schwarzenegger.
There is also the task for preparing the Report to the President which will be fully discussed at the August 16th  FRC meeting.  It was agreed that all federal agencies listed in the Executive Order will be required to prepare a summary of their contributions to include in the Report to the President.  Rollie will send out a notice to all parties listed in the Executive Order requesting they identify a representative to participate on August 16.

FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee:  Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, reported on the Torres-Martinez tribe matter.  $75,000 is available to establish an IPA at the tribe; however, although monies are available, progress is limited by the tribe’s limited capacity to act on a range of issues.  Albert Eskenazi, MBDA/Commerce, suggested the MBDA’s Native American Business Development Center as a possible resource for the tribe.

· Central San Joaquin Valley Committee: see report in previous section.    
· Faith-Based & Community Initiative Committee: Lillie Zinnerman, HUD, reported that Sharon Fujii, HHS, is the new Chair of the FRC Faith-based working group and that they will be meeting to develop their workplan on Wed., July 12 @ 10am at 50 U.N. Plaza.  She also reported that the Faith-based conference in Las Vegas, NV, on June 6 drew 500 attendees and focused on technical assistance for faith-based and community-based organizations who do not currently receive federal funding.  The next conference will be in Austin, TX, on July 5.
· Homelessness Committee:  Emory Lee, HHS, reported that Bobbie Rosenthal of the VA is the new committee chair and the next meeting will be July 10.  Ed Cabrera was not present as he is attending a California State Homelessness Policy Academy being held at the Asilomar.   
· Outer Pacific Committee: Emory reported that the Outer Pacific Committee (OPC) and the FRC assisted the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) with its Pacific Islander Technical Assistance Workshop held on May 26 in South San Francisco.   OPC members are also attempting to identify maps on government website that omit the Pacific Jurisdictions and to encourage the respective webmasters to revise maps to reflect the territories.  
· Tribal Affairs Committee:  The Committee will be meeting this afternoon after the FRC meeting.  
Other Business and Announcements

Emory announced that SSA, which is scheduled to host the September meeting, would like to hold the FRC meeting at its Regional Office in Richmond.  This will give interested FRC members an opportunity to tour the SSA facility afterwards.  It is conveniently located one block from the Richmond BART stop, and SSA staff will be available to escort FRC members to the building.  It was agreed that the September meeting will be held at the SSA Regional Office in Richmond.
As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  

Next Meeting

The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 19, 9:30 a.m., and hosted by USDA/FNS at 550 Kearney Street in San Francisco.  
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