Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

January 18, 2006
600 Harrison Street, 3/F
Hosted by the Department of Housing & Urban Development
ATTENDEES:

Present: Calise Munoz (Chair), HHS; Richard Rainey, HUD; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Emory Lee, HHS; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Max Weintraub, EPA; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Steve Deering, HHS/CMS; Jennifer Koentop, HHS/ORD; Cami Le, HHS/ORD; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Pat Port, DOI; Rollie Smith, HUD; Lillian Faga, SSA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Ed Cabrera, Region IX ICH; Kevin Sanders, BIA; Bob Anderson, USDA/RD; Kathy Diehl, EPA; and JoAnn Koda, BIA.  Absent: DOE, DOL, DOT/FTA, and VA.  

Chair Calise Munoz welcomed everyone to the January meeting and thanked HUD for hosting the program.  Those present introduced themselves.  

Implementation of Medicare Prescription Drug Program – Calise Munoz, HHS, and Steve Deering, HHS/CMS  
Calise and Steve briefed the FRC on the Prescription Drug program and its challenges since it started on January 1.  Inasmuch as it is a new program, there was an overload of enrollees which the system could not handle.  There were also problems with the dual eligibles going to their pharmacy which had no record of their enrollment.  CMS staff are heavily involved in resolving the problems, including taking calls going to 1-800-Medicare.  

Dennis Stewart indicated USDA has been involved in promoting the program last year and asked if their agency could be of assistance.  Sharon Fujii also indicated they may be of assistance in communications with their grantees.  Steve appreciated their interest and their willingness to be of assistance.  He will certainly get in touch with them as needed.
Pandemic Influenza Preparedness - Calise Muñoz, HHS
Calise summarized Arizona’s Pandemic Summit that was held in Phoenix on January 6th and the planning now underway in convening similar Summits in all the states.  HHS had announced on January 12th the awarding of $100 million to states and territories to accelerate the preparedness efforts.  It was noted that both Flag Territories and the Freely Associated States in the Pacific Jurisdictions received funds for planning.  The next Summit in Region IX will be Nevada’s scheduled for February 17th in Las Vegas.  Governor Guinn has confirmed his participation.  For more information on Pandemic, FRC members were reminded to go to the website (www.pandemicflu.gov).      

FRC Committee Work Plans – Calise Muñoz, HHS
Committee chairs and coordinators were requested to prepare and submit Work Plans for 2006 for review by the FRC Policy Board.  The review will ensure that committees have defined objectives and outcomes, and continue to be in support of the Administration’s priorities and initiatives.  After discussion, it was agreed that Work Plans will be due on February 15, the date of the next FRC meeting.  The FRC Policy Board will meet after receiving the Work Plans and will schedule, as needed, to meet with the chairs/coordinators of the respective committees.  Calise said the due date will give committees an opportunity to include any new initiatives that may be announced in the President’s State of the Union address and the subsequent FY 2007 budget.  

San Joaquin Valley Task Force Report –  Richard Rainey and Rollie Smith, HUD
Rollie Smith updated the FRC on the efforts of the Interagency Task Force’s various work groups and distributed more detailed information for the Air Quality and Financial Education work groups.  He discussed the proposed extension of an MOU between HUD, EPA, and Energy, as well as the latest information on California’s Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley.  Inasmuch as the Executive Order expires in 2006, there is interest by some of the partners, including Fresno Mayor Autry, in getting it extended.  However, the Task Force will proceed as if the EO will expire and begin to prepare a final White House Report.  Dick Rainey said this report need not be as comprehensive as the one dated June 2004.  Rollie will ask for reports from Task Force members later in the year and for any ideas for the report.  Emory said besides specific contributions made by respective agencies, the report should also include the collaborative work by the Task Force and how it became a model that led to the Governor signing a State Executive Order establishing the State Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley.
FRC Committee Reports
· Border Committee:  Enrique Manzanilla reported there will be a joint meeting of the Border and Tribal Affairs Committees later that afternoon  to discuss issues from 2005 and plans for 2006.  One key area for discussion will be the ongoing challenges of the Torres-Martinez Reservation in Riverside County.  Kevin Sanders from BIA said he invited other representatives from BIA to participate in the joint meeting.
· Faith-Based & Community Initiative Committee: Judy Lloyd, DOL, was unable to attend but informed Emory that Rudy Ramos, DOL, will be a co-coordinator for the committee.  She seeks another co-coordinator to enable the committee to carry out its mission effectively.  The next meeting of the FBCI committee will be held on February 7 at 2 pm at DOL, 71 Stevenson Street

· Homelessness Committee:  Ed Cabrera provided updates on the Ten-Year Plans in Region IX along with the HUD grants awarded in the area of homelessness throughout the country.  Plans are being made to hold meetings in two locations (March 1 in Sacramento and March 8 in Oakland) in the continuing work by the Regional Interagency Council in identifying barriers in accessing mainstream programs.  The next meeting of the Homelessness Committee will be held on February 8 at HUD.  
Outer Pacific Committee: Emory reported the committee met last week and one action from the meeting will be to identify grants and financial management issues in the Pacific Jurisdictions, from the federal perspective, that will assist DOI in its planning for a Territorial Grants Conference tentatively scheduled for October in San Francisco.  The committee remains informed on Pandemic preparedness issues because of the Pacific’s proximity to the avian flu outbreaks in Asia.  We expect that the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders will be issuing its report soon and the committee is prepared to assist the Commission in its dissemination and follow-up.  Finally, we hope to release the new report of “Grants to the Outer Pacific for FY 2005” shortly.  
Other Business and Announcements

Emory asked members to confirm their points of contact responsible for the calendar on the FRC website.  Enrique confirmed that Max Weintraub replaces Bonnie Barkett as EPA’s representative.  Dick Rainey said he will have further discussions at HUD on a replacement for Jimmy Prater.  
Next Meeting
The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 15, 9:30 a.m., and hosted by GSA at 450 Golden Gate Avenue in San Francisco.  
