Federal Regional Council Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2006
450 Golden Gate Avenue
Hosted by the U.S. General Services Administration

ATTENDEES:
Present:  Calise Munoz, (Chair), HHS; Peter Stamison, Vice-Chair, GSA; Richard Rainey, HUD: Judy Lloyd, DOL, Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Kevin Clark, DHS/FEMA; Emory Lee, HHS; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Max Weintraub,, EPA; Wayne Sauseda, HHS/HRSA; Cami Le, HHS; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Lillian Faga, SSA; and Maria Cramer, HUD.  Absent:  DOE, DOT/FTA; FDIC; IRS; USDA/FNS, and VA.  
Peter Stamison, GSA Regional Administrator and FRC Vice-Chair, welcomed the FRC to GSA.  Those present introduced themselves.  
Post-Katrina Report.  Kevin Clark briefed attendees on FEMA activities, particularly as they pertained to follow-through on the Katrina disaster.  A key objective for Region IX evacuees has been to get people out of the damaged area on a short-term basis and into longer-term housing.  Kevin thanked the FRC for its support throughout
Pandemic Influenza Summits.  Calise Muñoz provided an update on the Pandemic Summits for Region IX.   Arizona has held their Summit with over 1,000 in attendance.  Nevada will be holding theirs on February 17 and Governor Guinn will participate.  The next one after that will be California and Los Angeles County.  The purpose of the Summits is to ensure the State engages with its partners in the planning process.  HHS is providing funding for planning.  Please contact Calise if you are interested in attending the Summits and she will send copies of the agenda.  Be sure to check  www.pandemicflu.gov for a wide array of information on avian flu.     
President’s FY 2007 Budget Proposal.  FRC members discussed the possible impact of the proposed FY07 budget on their operations.  Maria Cramer said the hardest hit for HUD is the Community Development Block Grant, but that changes can be made to compensate for some of the cuts.  There will be an increased concentration on unemployment and poverty rates in cities.  Enrique Manzanilla said in EPA revolving funds for states for infrastructure development are being reduced from about $8 billion to about $7.4 billion; there will be a lot of earmarks for infrastructure development (this may accommodate the reductions in the state funds); while border spending will be reduced as much as 50%, tribal capacity building remains flat, and the territories will take a minor hit.

Judy Lloyd said DOL is pushing its American competitiveness initiative with a focus on technology and R&D.  DOL will continue to emphasize the WIRED (Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development) which this year awarded a $15 million grant to a California coastal project despite much support for a project in the San Joaquin Valley.  DOL will also promote “career enhancement accounts” in retraining workers.  
In HHS, Wayne Sauseda said HRSA is supporting healthcare along the border and is enrolling more people in HIV/AIDS programs.  Calise said the proposed ’07 budget phases out Urban Indian clinics.  One good news is that the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 has increased the Medicaid caps for the Flag Territories.  

FRC Committee Work Plans and Reports.

Border Committee.  Enrique said the committee got a late start but distributed a draft work plan.  Torres-Martinez will remain an initiative for the committee.  The committee is also requesting information from its members on major border initiatives and meetings to incorporate into the work plan.  They will have a complete work plan before the next FRC meeting which will provide the best picture of what they plan to do.  

Central San Joaquin Valley.  
Emory Lee reported for Rollie Smith that the Task Force is gathering information from its five work groups (clean air/clean energy, financial education, jobs, rural development, and affordable communities initiative) and to tie in wherever possible with the California State Partnership.  They will also prepare a final report for the White House as directed by the Executive Order
Faith-Based Committee.   Judy Lloyd said its draft work plan will focus on initiatives that are cost efficient and doable.  They will build relationships with states and want to bring in more community organizations.  The committee is also exploring a  “webinar.”  Emory reported that the Outer Pacific Committee has scheduled a webinar on TB for its April meeting. 

Homelessness Committee.  
Dick Rainey reported for Ed Cabrera on the committee’s draft work plan which includes dates of homeless events and activities such as Project Homeless Connect and VA’s Stand Downs.  There was discussion on how the work plan should include measurable outcomes and identifiable best practices.  

Outer Pacific Committee.  Emory Lee reported the committee’s work plan has five major initiatives, including the annual report on “Grants to the Outer Pacific for FY 2005”; improving communications, particularly in promoting the FRC website and increasing use of videoconferencing with the Pacific Jurisdictions; program planning and coordination; grants and financial management; and Central Office/Regional Office collaboration.  The grants report will be ready shortly and will be posted on the FRC website.
Tribal Affairs Committee.  Enrique presented on behalf of the Tribal Affairs Committee that there will be greater collaboration between the Border and Tribal Affairs Committees.  They are already working together on Torres-Martinez and the Karuk Tribes, which will be its primary focus.  
Review of Work Plans.  Calise Muñoz requested the FRC Work Plans be completed by February 28 to submit to the FRC Policy Board.  The next step will be to schedule a Policy Board meeting and to invite, as needed, committee chairs and/or coordinators for review.  

Next Meeting.  EPA agreed to change the month it will host the FRC to April to accommodate a request that the March meeting be held at 50 UN Plaza since there is an opportunity to include the National Director of the Office for Civil Rights, HHS, who will be visiting from Washington, DC.  Thus, the next meeting will be held at 50 UN Plaza, Room 406, on March 15 beginning at 9:30 am.
As there was no further business, Calise thanked GSA for hosting and the meeting was adjourned.
