Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

December 21, 2005

455 Market Street, 6th Floor

Hosted by the Regional Office, U.S. Small Business Administration

ATTENDEES:

Present: Calise Munoz (Chair), HHS; Richard Rainey, HUD; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Emory Lee, HHS; Nadine Simons, HHS/OPHS; Bob Borden, SBA; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Max Weintraub, EPA; Jim Prater, HUD; Kimberly Brown, IRS; Cate Kortzeborn, HHS/CMS; and Jennifer Koentop, HHS/ORD.  Guests: Jamie Lopez, ASDV; and John K. Lopez, ASDV.  Absent: DOE, DOL, DOT/FTA, FDIC and VA.  

Chair Calise Munoz welcomed everyone to the December meeting and thanked SBA for hosting the program.  Those present introduced themselves.  

Executive Order No. 13360 on Service-Disabled Veterans – Tom Lorentzen, GSA, and John Lopez, Chair, Association for Service Disabled Veterans (ASDV)
Tom Lorentzen introduced John Lopez to FRC members.  John provided a brief history of the Service Disabled Veteran Business Association (SDVB), an affiliate of ASDV which has the mission of fostering entrepreneurship among service disabled and prisoner of war veterans.  SDVB was founded as a non-profit organization with the goal of identifying government and corporate procurement opportunities for service disabled vets and other persons with disabilities.  John discussed ASDV’s co-sponsorship of the recently enacted “Sole Source and Restricted Competition” provisions of Public Law 108-183, Public Law 106-50 and the President’s Executive Order of 10/21/04 that stressed actions to be taken to accelerate service disabled veteran participation in government procurement programs.  He urged FRC members to ensure that contracting and procurement officials within their agencies are aware of SDV programs when they award federal contracts.  John also mentioned the “National Veterans Entrepreneurship Conference” that will take place in San Francisco on January 24-25, 2006.  
Report on National Summit on Pandemic Planning: Convening of the States – Capt. Nadine Simons, HHS/OPHS, and Calise Muñoz, HHS.

Calise discussed the “Pandemic Planning: A Convening of the States” held December 5th in Washington, D.C. that she attended. President Bush charged HHS Secretary Leavitt with bringing together state and local public health officials from across the nation to discuss their plans for a pandemic, and to help them improve pandemic planning at the community level.  The White House Homeland Security Council, Department of Homeland Security and USDA participated in the meeting.  HHS Secretary Leavitt asked states to hold pandemic summits in each state over the next several months.  The in-state summits will involve state and local governments, businesses, schools, and the public in the planning process.  The first summit scheduled in Region IX will be held in Phoenix, Arizona on January 6, 2006.  

Nadine briefed the FRC with some statistics about pandemic influenza. 
· Susceptibility to a pandemic influenza virus will be universal
· The clinical disease attack rate will likely be 30% or higher in the overall population during the pandemic.  Illness rates will be highest among school-aged children (about 40%) and decline with age.
· Among working adults, an average of 20% will become ill during a community outbreak.

· Of those who become ill with influenza, 50% will seek outpatient care.  

· In an affected community, a pandemic outbreak will last about 6 to 8 weeks.  

HHS has established a Website (www.pandemicflu.gov) for more information on preparing for the pandemic.    

Implementation of Part D Prescription Drug Program on January 1 – Calise Munoz, HHS, and Cate Kortzeborn, HHS/CMS.  
HHS is gearing up for prescription drug program benefits that begins January 1.  One of the biggest challenges is getting the word out to eligible beneficiaries who haven’t enrolled in the program yet.  From the last week in December through mid-January, 
HHS and CMS staff are holding twice daily conference calls to deal with issues that may arise.  Their ultimate goal is to ensure persons eligible for this program who go to a pharmacy get their prescriptions filled.  With 41 million beneficiaries, the target is to reach all prior to the enrollment deadline of May 15.  
FRC Calendar for 2006 – Emory Lee, HHS
Emory distributed a draft calendar for 2006.  In general, it follows 2005 except adding the VA as a host for the first time since they have moved into space downtown with room for an FRC meeting.  Emory said FRC meetings are always held on the third Wednesday of the month, but proposed changing the December meeting to the second Wednesday to give greater separation from the holidays.  The FRC agreed and the change will be made.    

FRC Website – Jennifer Koentop, HHS

FRC members are urged to review the FRC Website (www.frc9.us).  FRC members were asked to review the distributed draft Master Calendar points of contact list and to advise Jennifer of any changes.  We will look to the points of contact as the person responsible for providing agency updates for the FRC calendar.   For questions or feedback on the website, please contact Jennifer at 415/437-8500 or at Jennifer.koentop@hhs.gov.  
FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee:  Max Weintraub, EPA, reported for Enrique Manzanilla that the Border Committee will meet jointly with the Tribal Affairs Committee on January 18, 1:30 p.m. in Room 406 at 50 UN.  The meeting will include further discussions on Torres-Martinez and other border proposals.  
· Central San Joaquin Valley Committee: Rollie Smith, HUD, was unable to attend but sent a written update to the FRC, which included information on the next Federal Task Force meeting scheduled on January 19 at the Fresno HUD Office.  He reported California’s State Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley is going well and will want to discuss at our next meeting on how the Federal Task Force will interact with the State Partnership.  Rollie will also want to have some discussion at the January FRC meeting on the Final White House Report required by the Executive Order, and the issue of extending the EO past 2006.    
· Faith-Based & Community Initiative Committee: Judy Lloyd, DOL, was unable to attend but gave Emory a report on plans she would like the committee to explore in 2006.  These include:  building relationships with AZ & HI which has FBCI programs; encourage CA & NV to establish FBCI programs; consider holding a Capacity Building Conference for Stakeholders, similar to one held in Boston; and pilot an FBCI quarterly newsletter of newsworthy items for Region IX grantees.  Judy will work with Lillie Zinnerman, HUD, and a new DOL/ETA representative to plan the next meeting of the committee in late January.  

· Homelessness Committee:  In Ed Cabrera’s absence, Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS reported that he attended the very successful Project Homeless Connect event in San Diego which had 350 people in attendance.  Dennis is also encouraging the committee’s participation in talks he is having with key social service and homeless groups in Los Angeles city/county to yield better outcomes on improving access to federal resources available but underutilized on behalf of the homeless.  Emory reported on the December 8th San Francisco’s Project Homeless Connect attended by a group of FRC representatives led by Bobbie Rosenthal of the VA.  On December 19th, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, co-chair of the Conference of Mayors Task Force on Hunger and Homelessness, released their annual survey results showing that Americans needed more emergency food and shelter last year than a year earlier.  He also received recent widespread media coverage for his “State of the Homeless” speech in San Francisco where he touted additional federal grant funds to fight homelessness.  
· Outer Pacific Committee: Emory reported the committee is working on their new report of “Grants to the Outer Pacific for FY 2005” and hope to have it available in late January.  The committee is also assisting the USDA Graduate School which has been tasked by the Office of Insular Affairs, DOI, to plan a conference in San Francisco on financial management issues for federal grant recipients in the insular areas.  The conference is tentatively planned for October.  Emory also reported that committee members also expressed a desire to remain informed about pandemic planning because of their responsibilities in the Pacific jurisdictions.  

Other Business and Announcements

Jimmy Prater, HUD, is retiring from federal service and the FRC acknowledged his dedication and contributions made on behalf of communities, particularly for his work with the North Richmond Task Force.   .  

Next Meeting

The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 18, 9:30 a.m., and hosted by HUD at 600 Harrison Street in San Francisco.  
