Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX
December 13, 2006
455 Market Street, 6th Floor, San Francisco
Hosted by SBA, San Francisco District Office
ATTENDEES:

Present: Tom Lorentzen, FRC Chair; Richard Rainey, HUD; Bob Borden, SBA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Maria Cremer, HUD;  Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Rollie Smith, HUD; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Capt. John Walmsley, HHS/OPHS;  Nancy Levin, EPA; Lillian Faga, SSA;  Paul Johnson, USDOE/Consultant; Emory Lee, HHS; Patricia Port, DOI; Rosella Norris, HHS/CMS; Charlene Nason, VA; Julie Tu, HHS/CMS; Nicole Lockey, HHS/CMS; and Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA . Absent: ED, DOC/MBDA, DOT/FTA, GSA, IRS, and USDA. 
Newly-appointed HHS Regional Director and FRC Chair Tom Lorentzen welcomed everyone to the December meeting and thanked SBA for hosting the program.    Those present introduced themselves.
Draft Report to the White House on the San Joaquin Valley Initiative – Rollie Smith, HUD

Rollie led a review of the draft report to the White House by distributing copies of the publication, “The San Joaquin Valley: California’s 21st Century Opportunity” that was prepared by the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley.  The state report was a key document since the draft White House Report would include federal proposals to support the state plan.  After considerable discussion, it was decided the draft White House Report would cover only federal accomplishments through 2006 and to leave proposed federal actions in support of the state plan for a committee work plan for 2007.    Rollie summarized the following three steps based on the group decision: 
1) Complete federal accomplishments in the San Joaquin Valley and circulate.
2) Send a draft to HUD headquarters for review and clearance. 
3) Finalize the report.

New FRC Organization Chart
Emory Lee noted the updated FRC organizational chart for 2007 is now posted on the FRC Website (www.frc9.us). 
FRC Meeting Schedule for 2007 
 The draft FRC schedule was approved in final for 2007.  Meetings will continue to be held the third Wednesday of each month, 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Date


Host

Address
1/17/07

HUD

600 Harrison Street

2/21/07

GSA

450 Golden Gate Avenue

3/21/07

HHS/OS
50 United Nations Plaza

4/18/07

EPA

75 Hawthorne Street

5/16/07

VA

401 Third Street

6/20/07

FDIC

25 Jessie Street

7/18/07

USDA/FNS
90 Seventh Street

8/15/07

DOT/FTA
201 Mission Street

9/19/07

SSA

730 Harrison Street

10/17/07

DOL

90 Seventh Street

11/21/07

HHS/ACF
90 Seventh Street

12/12/07

SBA

455 Market Street

President’s Executive Order on Cost and Quality in Federal Government Health Care
Emory Lee provided background on the President’s August 22, 2006 Executive Order and the lead given to HHS in expanding its scope to the private sector.  “Value-driven Health Care” (VDHC) is the HHS initiative that supports the Executive Order to help drive down health care costs by making the system more transparent for consumers.  The four cornerstones of the initiative are:  1) electronic health records that are interoperable; 2) transparency in the quality of care; 3) transparency in cost of care; and 4) incentives that reward those who offer and purchase high-quality, competitively-price health care. Nicole Lockey also provided information on VDHC.   

Since FRC members were helpful last year for the implementation of the Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Program, Emory invited FRC members to inform HHS about any conferences being planned in Region IX where VDHC information could be disseminated.  He also asked FRC members to consider identifying constituent groups that HHS could contact for outreach, e.g., HUD and the construction trade.  Julie Tu then briefed the FRC on the status of Medicare Part D.  She reported Region IX is doing great with more than 90 percent of the eligible population in the four-state area enjoy drug coverage and with 80 percent saying they’re satisfied with the coverage.  
FRC Committee Year-End Accomplishment Reports
· Border Committee:  Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, stated the committee is working on a comprehensive accomplishment report but highlighted year-end accomplishments including Border Health Week, pesticide poison training, and coordination with IHS and HUD on the Torres-Martinez tribal lands.  
· Faith-Based Committee: Sharon Fuji, HHS, noted many opportunities for committee members to get involved in 2006 and said the members will build on past accomplishments for 2007.  Her committee plans to explore partnerships with California and Nevada and will work to better measure results and effectiveness of committee actions.   
· Homelessness Committee:  Charlene Nason, VA, reviewed the year end report prepared by committee coordinator Ed Cabrera, which included information on the number of State Interagency Councils, jurisdictions with Ten-Year Plans, and cities with Project Homeless Connect programs in Region IX.  Emory Lee requested that the year-end report should include lessons learned from the several Regional Forums held in 2006 under the leadership of HUD and USDA/FNS aimed at increasing access to mainstream programs for the homeless.  Charlene said she would pass that on to the committee.  
· Outer Pacific Committee:  Emory Lee reported the committee’s annual report on “Grants to the Outer Pacific” for FY 2006 is forthcoming.   He reported the highlights of 2006 included improved communications with partners in the Pacific, program planning and coordination, and a focus on grants and financial management issues particularly after DOI agreed to convene a two-day grants/financial management conference in San Francisco in June 2007.  He also announced he is stepping down after more than six years as the chair of the Outer Pacific Committee and will be succeeded by Capt. John Walmsley.    
· Tribal Affairs Committee:  Emory Lee reported he is now the chair of the Tribal Affairs Committee and will be assisted by Rosie Norris, CMS, as coordinator.  Emory thanked Kevin Sanders of the Bureau of Indian Affairs for chairing the last three years and keeping the committee focused on issues of concern to tribes in Region IX.  Emory said the committee will be working on developing a draft work plan for its first meeting in January.  
Since there was no other business or announcements, Tom Lorentzen thanked SBA again for hosting and adjourned the meeting.
Next Meeting

The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 17, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will be hosted by HUD, 600 Harrison Street, in San Francisco.  
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