
Federal Regional Council

Region IX




Minutes of August 16, 2006 Meeting


Hosted by the Federal Transit Administration

201 Mission Street, San Francisco

Attendees: Calise Muñoz (Chair) HHS; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Leslie Rogers, DOT/FTA; Emory Lee, HHS; Ray Sukys, DOT/FTA; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Linda Marie Marmolejo, DOC/MBDA; Linda Ortega, FDIC; Lisa Kanemoto, FDIC; John Coakley, HHS/ACF; Lillian Faga, SSA; Larry Woods, EPA; Fran Schultz, EPA; Maria Cremer, HUD; Sigmund Ting, HUD; Jane Goldstein, IRS; Charlene Nason, VA; Paul Johnson, for DOE/FITP; Deena Sosson, DOC/EDA; Rollie Smith, HUD; Kathy Diehl, EPA; Bob Borden, SBA; Ginny Stickler, DOL/VETS; Ingrid Nyberg, DOL/ETA; Ed Cabrera, ICH; Gladys Nichols, IRS; and Mary Ronell, IRS.  Guests:  Mike Lukens, Rep. George Radanovich’s office; Teresa Kinney, Rep. Dennis Cardoza’s office; and Pete Weber, California State Partnership.  Absent:  USDA/RD.    
Federal Regional Council Chair Calise Munoz called the meeting to order and thanked DOT/FTA for hosting the meeting.  Those present introduced themselves.  
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) – Larry Woods, EPA
Larry Woods gave a power point presentation on EMS as mandated by Executive Order 13148, providing in detail the EMS policy adopted by EPA in Region IX.  Departments and Agencies will eventually be rated by an OMB scorecard on how well EMS is carried out in the areas of transportation, energy, and stewardship.  In addition to the environmental benefits of EMS, EPA is reaping financial returns on its white paper recycling program.  If FRC members have further questions, they can call Larry at (415) 972-3857.

San Joaquin Valley Report to the White House – Rollie Smith, HUD
With Executive Order 13173 expiring this year, there is Congressional support to extend the EO.  Mike Lukens from Rep. George Radanovich’s office provided some background on the EO and the rationale for its extension.  Pete Weber, the Federal Interagency Task Force on the San Joaquin Valley’s liaison to the California State Partnership on the San Joaquin Valley, briefed the FRC on the Partnership’s strategic action proposals that will be submitted to the Governor in October.  Rollie Smith then asked selected agency representatives to discuss their reports being submitted for the Report to the White House.  Due to time constraints, Rollie asked Task Force members to remain after the FRC meeting adjourns.    
FRC Website – Emory Lee, HHS

Emory said we are updating the FRC Resource Guide and asked members to check the report on the FRC website at www.frc9.us to see what changes need to be made.    Please inform Jennifer Koentop at 415-437-8500 or at Jennifer.koentop@hhs.gov of any changes by August 30.  We are also posting committee workplans on the website and reminded committee chairs to submit their workplans to Jennifer by July 31.  The Outer Pacific Committee workplan is already up.  Since there is a new chairperson for the Faith-Based Committee, they will be given an extension to develop a workplan at their next meeting.  

FRC Committee Reports

· Border Committee:  Fran Schultz, EPA, gave updates for Enrique Manzanilla on the Torres-Martinez Reservation effort and the work regarding the clean up of dump sites, particularly at the trailer camps.  She distributed an “Illegal Dumping Alert” flyer issued by various partners including EPA.  Funding has been secured for an IPA and they are still waiting to hear from HUD about their participation.  
· Faith-Based:  John Coakley, HHS/ACF, reported on the committee meeting and the workplan approved by the committee and which will be posted on the FRC website.  The committee, which will meet on the first Tuesday of the month, has scheduled a call with HUD representatives in Arizona for its next meeting.    
· Homelessness:  Ed Cabrera, ICH, gave the committee report with focus on the seminars that have been held in Region IX recently.  The committee workplan includes a product coming out of the seminars that reports on increasing food stamp utilization, best practices, and inclusion of other underutilized federal programs.  
· Tribal Affairs:  Emory Lee, HHS, reported for Kevin Sanders, DOI/BIA, on the committee meeting held with the Indian Health Service Tucson Area Office on the border issues facing the Tohono O’Odham Nation in Southern Arizona.  Because the reservation has a 75 mile long border with Mexico, there are an estimated 1500 undocumented persons crossing the border every day, with each individual leaving 8 pounds of refuse on tribal lands.  It was proposed that this issue be included in the Tribal Affairs workplan for this year.  

Other Business
Calise Muñoz announced that this will be her final FRC meeting as she has submitted her resignation to the HHS Secretary to return to the private sector.  She thanked  the FRC for all the great work that it does. She thanked FTA for hosting and adjourned the meeting at 11:30 am.  

The next Federal Regional Council meeting will be held on September 20 and hosted by the Social Security Administration at 1221 Nevin Street in Richmond.  
