Federal Regional Council Meeting Minutes

Region IX

April 19, 2006
75 Hawthorne Street

Hosted by the Environmental Protection Agency 
ATTENDEES:

Present:  Emory Lee (Acting Chair), HHS; Laura Yoshii, EPA;  Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Enrique Manzanilla,, EPA;  Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; David Ishida, HHS/AoA; Steve Deering, HHS/CMS; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Maria Cremer, HUD; Frances Schultz, EPA; Ralph Zackheim, DOL/ETA; Ingrid Nyberg, DOL/ETA; Patricia Port, DOI; Leslie Rogers, DOT/FTA; Paul Lehman, USDA/RD;  Lillian Faga, SSA; Ed Cabrera, USICH; Jane Goldstein, IRS; Kevin Sanders, BIA; Chris Reeves, BIA; and Larry Blevins,, BIA.  Absent:  FDIC, SBA, and VA
Emory Lee served as Acting Chair and welcomed everyone to the April meeting.  Those present then introduced themselves.
EPA 2006 Initiatives – Laura Yoshii, EPA

Laura Yoshii, EPA Deputy Regional Administrator, began by thanking the FRC for giving EPA the opportunity to host and acknowledged the good work of the FRC.  She then mentioned how the work of the FRC is consistent with the Executive Order on Cooperative Conservation and how FRC committees can support EPA Region 9 priorities.  Laura emphasized, however, how EPA resources and activities can be used to leverage support for FRC partners.  
For example, the Brownfields activities EPA coordinates provide millions of dollars for training and cleanup to support redevelopment.  EPA Region 9 is deeply involved in the West Coast Collaborative that provides training and millions of dollars to reduce diesel emissions.  EPA Region 9 can share information about Environmental Management Systems (EMS).  Environmental Justice grants assist at-risk communities in need of FRC partner services.  Finally, EPA plays a key role in pandemic flu plans and is the lead agency for oil and hazardous materials response.

Several action items came out of the presentation:  Dennis Stewart, USDA, indicated an interest doing an EMS self-assessment and gaining background EMSs.  Enrique indicated that EPA could do a presentation on EMSs at a future meeting.  There was a general consensus that a short presentation on EMS should be given at a future FRC meeting

Maria Cremer from HUD asked about cooperation between DoD and EPA regarding cleanup of military sites.  Laura indicated we are involved in many military base cleanups, including Mare Island and Ft. Ord, for example. 
Lillie Zinnerman, HUD, requested a copy of the East Palo Alto report that came out of FRC committee on East Palo Alto and the Brownfields activities
Medicare Part D Prescription Drug Program Update – Steve Deering, HHS/CMS

Emory Lee said HHS Secretary Leavitt is currently traveling through Region IX to promote Medicare enrollment and that the May 15th Medicaid enrollment cutoff date is still in effect.  Steve Deering explained that 29 million people have enrolled for coverage.  In Region IX, enrollment among potential enrollees is almost 80% in California, more than 80% in Hawaii, and more than 70% in Arizona and Nevada.  Enrollment is critical because the next sign-up period will not occur for some time and is being encouraged through a 1% penalty imposed on non-enrollees after May 15.  Under enrollment remains an issue in Asian American, Latino, and African American communities.  Initial software problems have been overcome and the rate of satisfaction among enrollees is 80%.  Besides HHS, GSA, SSA, and USDA have been particularly helpful in outreach.  Pat Port, DOI, inquired about challenges enrolling tribal members.  Steve responded that the biggest enrollment challenge is among urban tribal members.  He also added that there has been substantial outreach to Pacific Territories.
United We Ride:  Seniors Transportation Coordination Partnerships – David 

Ishida, HHS/AoA; Leslie Rogers, DOT/FTA; and Emory Lee, HHS. 

David Ishida reviewed a handout that explained how the Executive Order on Human Services Transportation is being implemented through the Interagency Transportation Coordinating Council.  One result has been the launch of United We Ride to promote local transportation partnerships that minimize redundancy and maximize efficiency.  Another has been an MOU between Federal Transit Administration and Administration on Aging to increase access to, and coordination among, transportation providers for seniors. 

Leslie Rogers indicated that there are more than sixty transportation programs funded by different federal agencies and United We Ride promotes coordination for better service.  He then provided an overview of the new legislation entitled the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  One provision of SAFETEA-LU is focused on how to respond to requirement for better plans to better serve under-served communities (e.g., persons with disabilities, seniors, rural, low-income, etc.) by end of 2007.  
Region IX Pandemic Influenza Summits  – Emory Lee, HHS 

Emory reported HHS Secretary Leavitt asked Governors to convene State Pandemic Influenza Summits, and 43 have now been held.  Region IX will complete all its Summits once Guam (April 24) and Hawaii (April 25) are held.  Paul Lehman , USDA/RD, indicated the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) arm of USDA will come to the May FRC meeting to discuss its responsibilities relative to avian flu.  
FRC Committee Reports 

Border – Enrique Manzanilla, EPA, explained that the final touches are being put on the Border Committee workplan and that it should be ready before the May FRC meeting.  Norman Calero has sent out a draft of the workplan to the committee and final comments are being sought.  Enrique is traveling to Torres Martinez next week and he and Laura (EPA) will also attend National Coordinators Meeting in Mexico.
Central San Joaquin Valley Task Force – Ralph Zackheim, DOL, presented on behalf of  Rollie Smith.  The Clean Air/Clean Energy Working Group of the Task Force met with the California Public Utilities Commission to advance the development of a San Joaquin Valley Regional Energy Center. They have also been organizing the Central Valley Affordable Communities Initiative.  Through more than 150 interviews and seven focus groups, every major interest has become represented and is now involved in negotiating a regional strategy for affordable housing that will be a part of the Land Use and Housing Work Group Plan.  They are exploring the establishment of a State/Federal Commission established by both State and Federal Legislatures to implement the Initiative over a 10 year period.  Federal agency participation could still take place through the Federal Regional Council.  The final report of the Task Force should coincide with the report to the Governor in October. 
Faith-Based & Community Initiatives – Lillie Zinnerman (HUD) explained that a webinar (web seminar) is being planned as part of the Faith-Based and Community Initiative committee’s workplan.  
Homelessness – Ed Cabrera, ICH, outlined recent activities for Stand-Downs and Project Homeless Connects.   A homelessness workplan is under development which will include outcomes from the forums that have already been held.  are well-attended by federal – state – and local agencies as well as providers.  HUD participated in the recent Los Angeles forum and agreed to have quarterly meetings to assist with coordination among agencies focused on homelessness.  
Tribal – Kevin Sanders, indicated BIA is participating in meetings with the Karuk Tribe of California on algae toxins in water and how to prevent future outbreaks.  He also noted that the methamphetamine epidemic on reservations poses an increasing challenge.
Outer Pacific – Emory Lee said the committee is assisting the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in identifying presenters for their workshops in Region IX.  The committee is continuing to discuss with DOI a proposed Grants and Financial Management conference for the territories.  Another initiative is assisting on Pandemic Influenza planning in the Pacific Jurisdictions.  
Emory thanked EPA again for hosting and adjourned the meeting.  

NOTE:  The next FRC meeting will be hosted by the Department of Veterans Affairs at 401 Harrison Street in San Francisco on May 17 beginning at 9:30 a.m.  

