FEDERAL REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Region IX

May 17, 2006

401 Third Street

Hosted by the Department of Veterans Affairs
ATTENDEES:

Present:  Richard Rainey, HUD; Judy Lloyd, DOL; Ben Higgins, USDA/RD; Scott Beutelschies, USDA/APHIS; Emory Lee, HHS; Tom Lorentzen, GSA; Bobbie Rosenthal, VA; Kevin Clark, DHS/FEMA; Sharon Fujii, HHS/ACF; Lillian Faga, SSA; Patricia Port, DOI; Jane Goldstein, IRS; Jennifer Koentop, HHS; Scott Hutchison, HHS; Steve Sachs, HUD; Maria Cremer, HUD; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Bob Borden, SBA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Will Houston, DOC/MBDA; Max Weintraub, EPA; Norman Calero, EPA; Marsha Phillips, IRS; and Ingrid Nyberg, DOL/ETA.  Guests:  Dwayne Jones and Trent Rhorer.  Absent:  FDIC, DOT/FTA; and USICH.  
Richard Rainey, HUD, welcomed everyone to the May meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.  A special welcome was extended to new FRC member Ben Higgins, the California State Director for USDA’s Rural Development.  Ben will also be a member of the FRC Policy Board.  

San Francisco’s Community of Opportunity Project – Steve Sachs, HUD

Steve Sachs gave background on HUD’s meetings on the City’s proposed pilot and recommended that it be placed as an agenda item for the FRC.  He then introduced Trent Rhorer, Director of the Department of Human Services; and Dwayne Jones, Director of Community Investment and Outcomes.  An Executive Summary of the “Communities of Opportunity Pilot Phase Business Plan 2006-2010” was distributed and both Dwayne and Trent discussed their respective roles and responsibilities of the pilot at length.  

The Business Plan is aimed at the redevelopment of the Southeast sector of San Francisco, which consists of Bayview, Hunters Point, and Visitacion Valley.   The plan’s vision is to create a safe and healthy neighborhood that provide opportunities for individuals and families to make ends meets; and for children to realize their dreams.  Planned economic development investments will significantly impact these neighborhoods in the next few years and the plan calls for direct contact with the people in the community to obtain their input on their needs for the community and challenges they face in moving forward in building their community on a social level
Comments from the FRC members were very supportive and many offered their contact information to ensure that the services they provided were being used, i.e., Small Business/Self Employed Section of the IRS. Also, many questions were asked about the accountability aspect of this project; are current federal programs being used with this project and the issue of duplicating services. An offer was made to the FRC to conduct site visits of the four nodes identified in the plan.  This would be the next step and will enable FRC members to better understand the issues and the role they can play.  Emory Lee will coordinate the scheduling of the site visit with the San Francisco officials.   

Pandemic Flu Implementation Plan – Emory Lee, HHS
Emory provided a brief background on the charge given to HHS Secretary Leavitt in the President’s National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza last November 2005.  Since then, 45 States have conducted State Summits aimed at recruiting and educating all stakeholders of their role in preparedness planning.  Specific guidance to federal agencies was given with the release by the President on May 3 of the Implementation Plan for the National Strategy.  There have also been preliminary discussions with GSA about giving Pandemic Flu briefings to employees at federal buildings, starting initially with the Phillip Burton Federal Building at 450 Golden Gate.   

USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) - Scott Beutelschies
Scott spoke on APHIS’ activities regarding safeguarding efforts and response to avian flu.  There are 37 national health centers for rapid diagnostic to contain or exclude the AI virus from poultry farms or premises.  They also maintain surveillance on live bird markets in ethnic populations, back yards birds and fighting birds.  Some other items being addressed by APHIS is increasing the stockpile of their animal vaccine; surveillance and diagnostic measures of wildlife/birds flyways, waterfowl birds and training; working with poultry farmers to contain or exclude the H5N1 AI virus from poultry farms and premises; research and development of improved tools like vaccines genome sequencing, environmental surveillance or bio-security measures and preparedness training.  
Documentation Requirements for Medicaid As a result of DRA - Linda Minamoto, HHS/CMS

Linda covered the changes in documenting citizenship as a result of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005.  This two part process will require documentation of citizenship and identity.  The documentation is similar to SSA documentation practices.  This will go into effect with all new application beginning July 1, 2006.  CMS will be issuing guidance to State Medicaid Directors in the near future and will share the highlights with the FRC.    

FRC Committee Reports 
Border Committee:   Norman Calero, EPA, reported for Enrique Manzanilla on the committee meeting held on May 16.  The committee is focusing on the Torres Martinez Reservation in Southern California because of the myriad problems there.  The committee is inventorying federal programs on the reservation and is seeking candidates for an IPA since the place-based approach is the most successful in ensuring effective utilization of federal dollars available.  
Central San Joaquin Valley:    Emory reported that Rollie Smith will attend the next FRC meeting to discuss the preparation of the final report to the White House as required by the Executive Order.   
Faith Based Committee:  Judy Lloyd, DOL, said the committee needs a representative from DHS/FEMA, SBA, and VA.  The committee is continuing its planning for a Webinar on Faith-Based.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 13 at DOL.  

Homelessness Committee:  Ed Cabrera was absent so Bobby Rosenthal from the VA gave a brief report on the last ICH/Homelessness Committee meeting where a detailed overview was given on the Stand-Down outreach that takes place a couple of time per year.  The next Stand-Down will take place August 11–12.  These are a one stop service, provided to homeless Vets or Vets who need to be connected with VA or other social services.  Participation from all agencies is requested. A short overview was also given on Project Homeless Connect (PHC), a one stop forum that provides services to the homeless people in San Francisco.  All County Social Service agencies are present as well as some State and Federal Agencies i.e. DMV and SSA.  The next PHC is on June 9th.  

Outer Pacific Committee:  Emory Lee, HHS
Emory reported a Webinar on TB in the Pacific was conducted during the monthly meeting.  It connected members from Atlanta & DC to as far west as Honolulu.  Guam hosted the Pacific Pandemic Summit on April 24 that featured the Surgeon General.  There were representatives from a number of the jurisdictions.  Progress is also being made on DOI-EPA Bond Bank project.  A Bond Bank presentation was given to OMB and it was encouraging that more information was requested instead of the proposal being dismissed.  Finally, the committee is assisting the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in putting together the speakers for the Pacific Islanders Technical Workshop that will be held in South San Francisco on May 26.

Other Business & Announcements – All.

The meeting was adjourned after the announcements.  This month’s minutes were taken by SSA since VA was unable to take notes.  
The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 21, and will be hosted by FDIC at 25 Jessie Street.
