Federal Regional Council (FRC) Meeting Minutes

Region IX

March 15, 2006
50 United Nations Plaza, Room 406
Hosted by the Department of Health & Human Services
ATTENDEES:

Present: Calise Muñoz (Chair), HHS/ORD; Emory Lee, HHS/ORD; Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS; Max Weintraub, EPA; Lillie Zinnerman, HUD; Steve Deering, HHS/CMS; Jennifer Koentop, HHS/ORD; Cami Le, HHS/ORD; Jacqui Gordon, FDIC; Lillian Faga, SSA; Frankie Coleman-Tabor, SSA; Enrique Manzanilla, EPA; Kevin Sanders, BIA; Maria Cremer, HUD; Winston Wilkinson, HHS/OCR; Ira Pollack, HHS/OCR, Rachel Freitas, HHS/ACF; Joe Torres USDA/OCR; Bobbie Rosenthal, VA; and Paul Lehman, USDA/RD.  Absent: DOE, DOL, DOT/FTA, and SBA.    

Chair Calise Munoz welcomed everyone to the March meeting and introduced Winston Wilkinson, Director of the HHS Office for Civil Rights. Those present then introduced themselves.
Civil Rights Initiatives: The View from Washington, DC – Winston Wilkinson, Director, HHS/OCR

Winston Wilkinson was appointed by President Bush as the Director of the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) on December 19, 2005. Winston stresses the importance of reaching out and working with other agencies and their directors on finding ways to collaborate and share ideas and resources. To start off, he will be visiting each of the regional OCR offices to learn more about their individual needs in order to more effectively work with each region. 

Members present were then encouraged to ask Winston some questions. Bobbie Rosenthal indicated that there are many veterans who come back from war that do not have access to services. Bobbie suggested that packets with information on access to services and OCR point of contacts should be made available for veterans. Joe Torres asked whether OCR has considered commissioning studies to check out trends and systemic issues. Ira Pollack said that is something that OCR may look into but that they mainly work on a complaint basis. Max Weintraub asked if there has been a balance found between privacy and information access because EPA is currently working on looking at the geographic influence on health disparity. Winston indicated that there is a HIPAA Council in Washington, DC that will be coming up with a list of FAQs that is likely to be released in three months. Dennis Stewart asked if Winston has seen other forms of cross-cutting departmental collaborations in the other regions that he has been to. Winston replied that he has only been to two regions so far and has not seen the same type of departmental collaboration that he sees here. Joe Torres indicated that USDA would like to work with HHS on Limited English Proficiency (LEP) issues. USDA will be holding a civil rights conference in DC in late April and Joe indicated that he would like to have the other departments come and speak about what they have done with LEP issues so USDA can learn from them. 
Region IX Pandemic Flu Summits Update – Calise Muñoz, HHS
Calise gave an overview of the Secretary Leavitt’s March 14th visit to the Commonwealth Club and to the HHS Regional Office.  Although the Secretary concentrated on healthcare issues such as health information technology and financing issues, questions from the audience at both the Commonwealth Club and HHS focused primarily on the bird flu. HHS has already held Pandemic Flu Summits in NV and AZ, and the CA summit will be a joint one between CA and LA County on March 30th.  Summits for HI and the Outer Pacific territories will probably be held in late April. 
For Region IX, the Pacific Jurisdictions have unique issues such as laboratory capacity, national stockpile access, animal health concerns, and communications due to distance.  
USDA Rural Development mentioned that the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of USDA trains for emergencies and has a reactive corps ready to go. Part of their planning involves not letting the food supply get tainted, not letting food get sold if it does get tainted and getting warning signs out there if there are diseases. 

We will continue to keep the pandemic flu on the agenda and update accordingly. FRC members were reminded to go to www.pandemicflu.gov for further information on the Pandemic.
Los Angeles Seminar on Homelessness – Dennis Stewart, USDA/FNS

Dennis informed FRC members that USDA and HUD held seminars in Sacramento and Oakland to improve the amount of food stamps going to the homeless. Dennis then proceeded to recognize Steve Sachs with a plaque for his work to reduce hunger among the homeless.  On March 27, there will be a public forum sponsored by Los Angeles to encourage discussion around how county and city agencies can increase access to federal resources.  They have asked participants to identify obstacles and solutions prior to the meeting. Dennis invited other departments to table at this event; if you would like to do so, please let him know. 
FRC Committee Work Plan Updates and Report

· Border Committee: Enrique Manzanilla reported that the Border Committee is working on their work plan. The committee was able to get contact information from HUD and they are working with HUD in DC on their GIS work involving mapping along the border. To finish up their work plan, they will need information/input from HHS and BIA. They plan to finish it up by next week. They are trying to schedule a Border Committee meeting before the next FRC meeting and Enrique will present the committee with the work plan and send it out for corrections and additions before turning in the final copy. The EPA bi-national meeting will occur the last week of April. Enrique will be traveling down to Torres Martinez a few days before the bi-national meeting to work on solid waste issues. 
· Central San Joaquin Task Force: Emory Lee reported that Rollie Smith is working closely with CA partnership. They have informed the state that the Federal Task Force will not be pursuing the renewal of the executive order of the San Joaquin Task Force. Congressional delegation is scheduling a meeting to focus on the next steps for the Central San Joaquin Valley.  Rollie will have more to report next month.
· Faith-Based and Community Initiative Committee: – Lillie Zinnerman reported that the Faith-Based and Community Initiative Committee met on March 7.  They have submitted a work plan but it has not been finalized yet. Their major goal for this year is the Webinar targeted towards state and local municipalities. They plan to focus on government agencies that do not have faith-based agencies. They will meet sometime in April for their next meeting. They also plan to provide support for the DC faith-based conferences in our region, such as the one happening in Las Vegas sometime in June. They are also thinking about having faith-based directors from the different departments call in during their meetings to inform them on what they are doing. 
· Homelessness Committee (ICH): Bobbie Rosenthal reported that the next Homelessness Committee meeting will be on April 12.  The Homelessness Committee’s work plan involves incorporating federal agencies more at the Stand Downs and Project Homeless Connects. Project Homeless Connects are big draws and big successes and the next one is on April 13.  They are also working with Contra Costa County to put together a Project Homeless Connect there. As HUD gets away from giving money for supportive programs to focusing more on permanent housing, they are concentrating on giving information for grants and other services that people can apply for. Bobbie says that she and Ed will meet next week to get these activities down on paper and get it to the FRC in March. 
· Outer Pacific Committee: Emory Lee reported that the work plan for the Outer Pacific Committee is completed, but expect changes as new information and opportunities arise during the year. One new initiative came up when graduate students at UC Berkeley gave a water purification presentation recently at EPA using a simpler and cheaper application than before. John McCarroll, EPA, and John Walmsley, HHS, are exploring a pilot with UC in Majuro.  The White House Initiative on AAPI (WHIAAPI) has a new executive director, Jimmy Lee.  The commission is planning events in California and Phoenix and has asked for assistance from the region.  Finally, Emory reported that OPC’s “Grants to the Outer Pacific for FY 2005” has been released.  Thirty copies of the report were distributed at the Interagency Group of Insular Areas (IGIA) meeting in Washington, DC, where it was favorably received. 
· Tribal Affairs Committee: – Kevin Sanders reported that the Tribal Affairs Committee has submitted draft plans in the last couple of months. BIA and EPA have been working on a variety of issues. They will continue to work on Torres Martinez issues and with the Karuk Tribe on the issue of toxic algae contaminating the water of the Klamath River.  The committee will also be meeting with ACF and other federal partners to discuss tribal grants, contracts, and compliance issues. They also plan to have meetings to discuss issues related to specific agencies and BIA. Emory suggested that the Tribal Affairs Committee might want to identify key and critical tribes that are facing de-funding and de-certification and put on workshops for them.  
Other Business and Announcements

Enrique Manzanilla briefed FRC members on the IGIA meeting held in Washington, DC, on February 28, attended by three Governors and Congressional Delegates. 
Maria Cremer informed FRC members that Steve Sachs met with the San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Community Development about “Communities of Opportunities.” They focus in on certain areas of the city using a comprehensive holistic approach to address health, social, and economic conditions. They would like to come before the FRC and present what they are doing. Maria will scan in an executive summary of this project to distribute to FRC members.

Lillie Zinnerman suggested that the FRC website includes a section on the FRC initiatives and FAQs about the FRC. 

Calise informed FRC members that DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff will be speaking at a Commonwealth Club event on Friday, March 17th.   

USDA Rural Development informed the FRC that they have a new state director, Ben Higgins, who will be attending the FRC meeting next month. 

Next Meeting

The next FRC meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 19, 9:30 a.m., and hosted by EPA at 75 Hawthorne Street in San Francisco.  

