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Background:  The Federal Regional Council’s Border Committee has focused it’s efforts in the past year on addressing issues facing farmworker communities in the border region.  For Fiscal Year 2006 we have several activities planned, including:

Torres Martinez Tribal Initiative
In keeping with the Border Committee’s focus on farmworker issues, we have recently focused our effort to address the issues at the Torres Martinez Tribe.  It is estimated that 20,000 to 30,000 migrant farm workers return every year from October to May to live in and around the Torres Martinez reservation.  There are 30 mobile home parks on the reservation and the majority of residents at the mobile home parks are monolingual Spanish speaking, low income families.  Many of these mobile homes do not have an adequate drinking water source and are often located near illegal dump sites.  

At a January 2006 joint meeting of the Border and Tribal Committees, we discussed FRC member agency efforts at Torres Martinez and also began to identify funding opportunities and other assistance member agencies can provide to address issues at Torres Martinez.  Action items identified at that meeting, include:
· Followup Joint Meeting of the Border/Tribal Committees:  A second meeting is being planned to further discuss the funding and services FRC member agencies could provide to address issues at Torres Martinez.

· Tour of the Torres Martinez Tribe:  A meeting with tribal representatives will be arranged and a tour of the trailer parks and illegal solid waste dump sites will be conducted.

· FRC Member Agency Participation in the Collaborative Strategy to Address Illegal Dumping:  EPA, BIA and Torres Martinez are developing a strategy to address illegal dumping on tribal land.  We would like to encourage other FRC member agencies that could play a role in addressing the waste issues at Torres Martinez to also participate in the development and implementation of this strategy.
Other Border Activities

EPA

EPA, as the lead agency for the FRC Border Committee, has many other activities in the U.S.- Mexico border region.  For example, the Border 2012 program is a partnership among federal, state and local governments in the United States and Mexico, and with U.S. border tribes, to protect the environment and public health in the U.S.-Mexico border region.  Some of the projects resulting from Border 2012 efforts include:
· A wastewater treatment plant in Mexicali, Baja California (“Las Arenitas”) will begin operation in FY 06. This project will meet the immediate wastewater treatment needs of over 250,000 Mexicali residents.

· San Diego-Tijuana Clean Diesel Demonstration Project – A fleet of diesel trucks has been selected and will be retrofitted in FY 2006 to reduce emissions in the border region. 
· Final cleanup of the abandoned scrap tire piles in Mexicali (Centinela)
· Provide Integrated Pest Management training in schools along the Arizona/Sonora border
· Joint bi-national preparedness exercises in Tijuana/San Diego and Mexicali/Imperial
· Increase the number of industries along the U.S.-Mexico border implementing voluntary compliance and/or self-audits
Additionally, the Border-wide Environmental Health Working Group recently identified three priority issues for the border region.  These include Air issues related to respiratory illnesses, Water issues that may cause gastrointestinal illness and Pesticide issues, including reducing the exposure of children and workers to pesticides.
In addressing these three priority issues, there are opportunities to collaborate with FRC partner agencies.  For example, regional priorities include:
· Training of Health Care Providers on Pesticide Illness Recognition
-  This effort will involve training health care providers in the border region on proper recognition of pesticide related illness.  There may be an opportunity to also share information regarding HHS programs to address health issues in border communities.
· Promotion and Implementation of an Integrated Pest Management program at Arizona/Sonora Schools.

- This effort will involve the implementation of a proven pesticide reduction program, resulting in healthier indoor air and a reduction in environmental asthma triggers through significant reductions in applied pesticides and reductions of pest generated allergens.  The implementation of this project could also include a component directed towards parents on how best to identify asthma triggers and what to do when children exhibit potential signs of asthma.  HHS could augment the training by providing a module on access to healthcare providers.
· Binational Border Health Week

-  EPA has participated in Binational Border Health Week since 2004 and expects to continue to promote border health efforts during events along the border.  This week is an opportunity for FRC member agencies to showcase their programs that directly effect border communities.

EPA, through the Border 2012 program, has also funded various projects in the U.S.-Mexico border region.  The following projects may be of interest to FRC member agencies and could present opportunities for agency collaboration:
· Demonstration Project at Tohono O’dham Nation, Arizona

-  This project involves the removal of abandoned vehicles on tribal land.  Another component of the project is to address the waste in watershed and streams created by undocumented migrants crossing tribal land from Mexico into the U.S.

· Mitigation and Cleanup Strategy to Address Solid Waste Created from Undocumented Migration in the U.S.-Mexico Border Region
-  The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality proposes to create a public/private stakeholders organization to inventory border cleanup resources and to develop a border-wide cleanup strategy. This stakeholder group would also create a state UDM waste cleanup organization based upon the strategies developed by the stakeholders.  

· Improving Schools and Communities Environmental Health

-  The Bioregional Environmental Education Project will reduce childhood exposure to pesticides and chemicals via hands-on workshops and trainings.  Children will learn about waste reduction, water, and wastewater management, pesticides risks, and hazards in the home.
For more information about Border 2012 efforts, please visit the website: www.epa.gov/usmexicoborder/.
IHS

IHS has the following border priorities for FY 2006:

1) Border Region
            Plan and implement a “Mass Vaccination” exercise 

            Deploy Mass Vaccination/EOC trailer

Outreach to Tribal border communities on Bioterrorism/Infectious disease prevention

2) AZDHS grant for Bioterrorism 2005/2006
HUD

HUD has the following border priorities for FY 2006:

1)  Colonias Geographic Information System Mapping Project

Development of a GIS Mapping Database of Colonias in the four border states of Arizona, California, New Mexico and Texas.  This will map and allocate census statistics for the colonias.

HUD is also creating a web based mapping and data dissemination tool that will provide access to colonia boundaries and data for residents in these communities, as well as for colonia advocates, planners, researchers and academicians.  The Colonia Research Database will serve as a basis for ongoing collaboration and data sharing across federal, state, and local jurisdictions.   
BIA

BIA does not have any specific work planned in the border region, other than their continued involvement in our efforts at Torres Martinez.

HHS
Manny DeSantiago from HRSA Region IX will serve as a point person for HHS on the FRC Border Committee.
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