REGION IX FEDERAL REGIONAL COUNCIL
TRIBAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2009 WORK PLAN 
Mission
The mission of the Region IX Tribal Affairs Committee is to:

· Enhance interagency collaboration on Tribal matters and improve channels of communication with Tribal leaders and program directors.

· Maximize limited resources through coordination and partnership at the federal, state and local levels of government.

· Assist, where practicable, in the resolution of priority Tribal issues, including notification of agency Central Offices of the issues requiring their involvement.  
Work Plan Objectives

No. 1:
A.  Communications



Update the Tribal Affairs Committee roster.  The committee 


will rely on its members to send out information about grant 


opportunities and significant information to their lists of 



constituents, as well as identify Region IX Tribal 




Conferences/Events to post on the FRC Website.


Timetable:  



--Update Tribal Affairs Committee roster (Completed).


--Send grant notices and announcements to lists of constituents 


(Ongoing).





--Post Tribal Conferences/Events on FRC Website (Ongoing).



B.  Collaboration 



Continue to assist Department of the Interior’s Office of Special 


Trustee (OST) for American Indians in Outreach by including in 


agency newsletters and in communications with Tribal grantees 


and constituents.


Explore a Region IX Joint Tribal Conference/Consultation 



addressing cross-cutting issues.



Timetable:



--Tribal Affairs Committee members will publicize OST initiative 


(Ongoing).   
No. 2:
Emergency Preparedness


Develop a working relationship with Nevada’s Inter-Tribal 



Emergency Response Commission (ITERC) to improve federal-


tribal communication and coordination in Nevada during times of 

emergencies and natural disasters.  Build further upon the 


established relationship with the Inter-Tribal Long Term 



Recovery Foundation (ITLTRF) in Southern California and begin 


dialogue on how the Foundation can explore ways to improve 


federal-tribal communications and coordination statewide. 





Timetable:  



Invite Tansey Smith, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, 



Tribal-State Environmental Liaison, to brief Tribal Affairs 



Committee on ITERC.  (Scheduled for the February 2009 



meeting).  


Invite Adam Geisler, Inter-Tribal Long Term Recovery 



Foundation, to update Tribal Affairs Committee on the 



progress of ITLTRF.



Share Tribal Affairs Committee contact information with ITERC 


and ITLTRF after Roster has been updated by March 1, 2009.



Continue to identify resources that may be helpful to ITLTRF in 


its developmental budget (Ongoing).

No. 3:
Federal Interagency Tribal Conference for Nevada Tribes 


Next Steps.  



Follow-up on the September 2008 Federal Interagency Tribal 


Conference for Nevada Tribes sponsored by the FRC Tribal 
 

Affairs Committee in Sparks, NV and develop next steps.


Timetable:  



Complete the recommendations from the conference for the 


sessions covering:  1) disaster preparedness; 2) water and 


sanitation; 3) education and training for health care providers 


and occupations; 4) healthy communities and prevention; 5) 


impacts of methamphetamine; 6) housing and transportation; 


and 7) grant writing and training by March 1, 2009.  



(NOTE: Still waiting for session reports from BIA on meth 


and Phoenix Area IHS on grant writing and training).


Identify potential dates for stakeholders planning conference call 

between select representatives from the Tribal Affairs 



Committee, the State of Nevada, Nevada Indian Commission, 


Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, and the Indian Health Board of 


Nevada by March 1, 2009.


Follow-up with the Governor’s Office on FRC Chair Tom 



Lorentzen’s letter of October 6, 2008 briefing the Governor 


on the conference’s outcomes and tribal recommendation that 


such a conference be held annually.  March 15, 2009.

No. 4:
Border Issues Raised by Tucson Area IHS and the Tohono 

O’odham Nation



The Tucson Area IHS and Tohono O’odham Nation 




representatives gave a comprehensive briefing on border issues 


requiring assistance at the EPA Tribal Conference held in San 


Francisco in November 2006.  





Timetable:



Update Border Issues on the Tohono O’odham Nation by the 


Tucson Area IHS at a Tribal Affairs Committee after the 2009 


HHS Tribal Consultation no later than the June 2009 meeting.



Advise the Tohono O’odham Nation leadership of a continuing 


interest by the Federal Regional Council and its Tribal Affairs 


Committee to partner on mutually recognized border issues at 


the HHS Region IX Tribal Consultation scheduled for May 6-7,  


2009 in Tucson.
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